
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 7, 2012 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

August 7, 2012 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Planning Commission 
Prepared by: Lawrence W. Appel, Director of Community Development 

SUBJECT: ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO TITLE 12, CHAPTER 30, OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO MOVING BUILDINGS, Z-2010-003, E-
2010-034 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt an ordinance to amend Chapter 30 of Title 12 (Zoning 
Code) of the City of Santa Maria Municipal Code, relating to moving buildings. 

BACKGROUND: 

Title 12, Chapter 30, regulates the moving of buildings into the City and from location to 
location within the City. The chapter presently identifies the Planning Commission as 
the City's legislative body with the authority to take action on all use permit requests to 
move a building. In addition, Chapter 30 lists specific dollar amounts for security 
deposits for completion of the work and for public liability insurance that have not been 
updated since the ordinance took effect on January 5, 1984. Recognizing that the 
required security deposits and insurance coverage cited by Chapter 30 represent 1984 
dollar amounts, the Planning Commission suggested that staff review and propose 
updates to the Moving Buildings Chapter 30 of Title 12. 

On June 20, 2012, the Planning Commission, on a 5-0 vote, recommended that the City 
Council approve the zoning text amendment to Title 12, Chapter 30, Moving Buildings. 

DISCUSSION: 

The proposal consists of a text amendment to Chapter 30, Moving Buildings, of Title 12 of 
the Santa Maria Municipal Code. Like the current Chapter 30, the amended code as 
proposed would apply Citywide. Specifically, the ordinance would amend Chapter 30 to: 

• designate the Zoning Administrator as the City's legislative authority to take action on 
requests to move a building; 

• establish the administrative use permit as the process by which a request to move a 
building is acted upon; 

• establish the procedures for processing requests involving the moving of a building; 

• establish minimum application submittal requirements; and 

• designate the Zoning Administrator as having the authority to determine the 
appropriate amount of security deposit and public liability insurance to be provided 
by the applicant for each individual application to move a building. 
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The City Council ordinance containing the proposed amendments to Chapter 30 follows 
the Council Agenda Report. The underlined text indicates the proposed additions to the 
current Chapter 30, while the strikeout text indicates the proposed deletions. 

Authority to Take Action: 
Presently, Chapter 30 identifies the Planning Commission as the City's legislative body 
with the authority to take action on all use permit requests to move a building. The 
proposed amendment designates the Zoning Administrator as having the authority to 
take action on an administrative use permit request to move a building, with any 
appeals to be acted upon by the Planning Commission. For clarity, the amendment 
includes additional provisions regarding processing, hearing, noticing, and appeals as 
they relate to the Zoning Administrator process of taking action on any administrative 
use permit request to move a building. 

The typical conditional use permit review process focuses on a specific land use at a 
specific location, and the analysis of compatibility and potential impacts of that proposed 
land use with its surroundings. A proposal to move a building is unlike the typical use 
permit process in that the focus is not only on the land use but more predominantly on 
the building's construction, the transport of the building over City streets, and the 
improvements required at the destination site. While the building's aesthetic 
compatibility to the destination site is a component, the majority of the analysis consists 
of the technical review for conformance with Building, Fire, and Public Works' 
requirements, as well as other Health and Safety Code provisions. This amendment 
would designate the Zoning Administrator as the authority responsible for this highly 
technical code review needed to analyze the projects involving moving a building, 
allowing the Planning Commission to focus on actions for true land use decisions. 

Security Deposits and Insurance: 
Chapter 30 as presently written requires the applicant to provide a security deposit to 
protect the City in cases where the project is left unfinished and the City is left to 
complete necessary improvements. Additionally, the chapter requires that the applicant 
protect the public in case of bodily injury or property damage resulting from projects 
involving moving a building. The chapter accomplishes this protection through a 
requirement that the applicant provide insurance coverage. However, the 1984 dollar 
amounts specifically cited under Chapter 30 for the security deposit and the insurance 
are dated, and are no longer sufficient to provide adequate coverage. 

Rather than simply changing the dollar amounts to be current, the proposed zoning text 
amendment removes the specified dollar amounts and designates the Zoning 
Administrator as the authority to determine the appropriate amount of the security 
deposit and insurance at the time of each individual project application. This aspect of 
the amendment will assure that the security deposit and insurance coverage is 
appropriate for each project, and will prevent the security deposit and insurance 
provisions of Chapter 30 from becoming outdated at some point in the future. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
The designation of the Zoning Administrator as the authority over the administrative use 
permit process would provide quicker processing of requests to move buildings due to 
flexible hearing schedules, resulting in reduced processing time and cost savings for the 
City and moving building applicants. 
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Impact to the Community: 
The proposed amendments will require the applicant to provide a security deposit 
sufficient to protect the City if the project is left unfinished and the City is left to complete 
the project. The proposed amendments will also require the applicant to provide 
sufficient liability insurance to protect the public in the case of bodily injury or property 
damage resulting from projects involving moving a building. 

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. The City Council may elect not to amend Chapter 30. 

2. The City Council may limit the proposed amendment to only the security deposit 
and insurance requirements, leaving the Planning Commission as the authorized 
legislative body to act on requests for use permits to move buildings. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURES: 

The environmental officer has determined that the proposed amendment of Chapter 30 
of Title 12 (Zoning Code) of the City of Santa Maria Municipal Code, relating to moving 
buildings constitutes a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
However, in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3), the project has 
no potential for causing a significant effect on the environment, and is therefore not 
subject to CEQA. No further environmental review is required. 

CONCLUSION: 

Upon adoption of the zoning text amendment, individual projects involving moving a 
building would be processed following the administrative use permit process contained 
in the proposed zoning text amendment. Each application would be reviewed and 
analyzed by the Community Development Department for compliance with all applicable 
City regulations, neighborhood compatibility, and any environmental impacts under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Director of Community Development 

Attachments: 
Attachment 1 - Planning Commission Resolution No. 2609 



PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2609 

RESOLUTION NO. 2609 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

RECOMMENDING TO CITY COUNCIL 
ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12, CHAPTER 30, 

OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO MOVING BUILDINGS, 
Z-2010-003, E-2010-034 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Maria held a regularly 
scheduled public hearing on June 20, 2012, for the purpose of considering proposed amendment 
to TiHe 12, Chapter 30 of the Santa Maria Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, notices of said public hearing were made at the time and manner 
required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed project has no potential for causing a significant effect on 
the environment, and is therefore not subject to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15061 (b )(3); and 

WHEREAS, at the public hearing the Planning Commission heard and considered 
all evidence, including evidence presented in the staff report; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City 
of Santa Maria recommends that the City Council adopt an ordinance incorporating the proposed 
amendments to Chapter 12-30 of Title 12 of the Santa Maria Municipal Code, pertaining to 
moving buildings in accordance with Exhibit A, attached to this resolution. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of 
the City of Santa Maria, held June 20, 2012, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: Commissioners Lopez, Moats, Quigley, Waterfield and Chairman Brown 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

ATTEST: 

~~l&o~~STANT SECRETARY 
City Planning Commission 

Exhibit A- Draft Moving Buildings Ordinance 

RODGEBROWN, CHAIRMAN 
City Planning Commission 

ATTACHMENT 1 
MOVING BUILDINGS TEXT AMENDMENT 

Z-2010~34 

AUGUST 7, 2012 


