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I. Introduction  
 

 
 
The Economic Development Commission is a department of the Santa Maria Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and provides economic development services for the City of 
Santa Maria. This includes marketing the City of Santa Maria and the Santa Maria Public 
Airport to prospective companies as well as an extensive array of retention programs 
geared toward strengthening the current base of industrial, retail and manufacturing. The 
EDC often works behind the scenes, providing valuable information, coordinating 
meetings between businesses and city departments, and assisting where necessary to help 
any new or existing business in starting up or expanding in Santa Maria. 
 
The Economic Development Commission consists of 13 members, including the Santa 
Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce President/CEO who serves as Chairman, EDC 
Director, City Manager, Community Development Director, Airport Manager, and 8 
representatives from the business community who have served as Chairman of the Board 
for the Chamber of Commerce. The Commission meets monthly to review the economic 
development program and to provide recommendations as necessary for the direction for 
the economic development services that are provided by the Santa Maria Valley Chamber 
of Commerce. 
 
The City of Santa Maria has made a continuing investment in economic development by 
providing funding for the Economic Development Commission. The Santa Maria Public 
Airport District also provides a significant contribution. The Chamber of Commerce 
provides additional resources and financial support to accomplish the breadth of activities 
that the EDC currently maintains.   
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The 2011-2012 Year End Report expands upon the activities and accomplishments of the 
Economic Development Commission during the 2011-2012 period and offers an in-depth 
view of the extent of economic development services provided by the EDC.  
 
From organizing and overseeing the Manufacturers Association, a large and active group 
from the business community that participates in factory tours and workshops that benefit 
local employers, to coordinating with local organizations and workforce training 
resources, to working directly with businesses for both prospecting and retention, to 
extensively marketing the benefits of Santa Maria to potential employers,  the 
involvement of the Economic Development Commission cuts across the spectrum of 
economic development in the Santa Maria Valley. In addition, the EDC publishes an 
economic survey twice a year, an economic development magazine, an electronic 
monthly newsletter, and periodic reports to keep officials, business representatives and 
the general public updated and aware of economic development activities throughout the 
region. 
 
The Economic Development Commission looks forward to continuing its work and 
implementing additional programming that contributes to the economic vitality of Santa 
Maria. Like most agencies, the EDC has been operating under reduced funding, yet 
continues to provide extensive value in the broad spectrum of programs it implements. 
The Economic Development Commission and the Chamber of Commerce appreciates the 
continued support from the City of Santa Maria, the Santa Maria Public Airport, and the 
many businesses and organizations that participate in its programs. 
 
Bob Hatch, the Chairman of the EDC, and Dave Cross, the Commission’s Director have 
an open door to anyone wishing to discuss the EDC’s role in economic development and 
the activities and efforts of the Commission as well as the Chamber of Commerce. 
 

 
 

(above) A panoramic view of the Santa Maria Valley from Mt. Solomon in Orcutt. 
Aside from having an excellent, central location near the coast, Santa Maria is an 

affordable, pro-business city with room for companies to expand and grow. There is an 
available workforce, a prominent airport, and many employer resources available. 
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II.  Economic Overview 
 
 
In 2011-2012, the Economic  Development Commission conducted and published two 
economic surveys, polled from local businesses and business representatives. The EDC 
administers these surveys twice each year, one in the spring and one in the fall. These 
surveys provide a snapshot of the current business climate and provide an up-to-date look 
at economic strengths, weaknesses and trends.  In both of the most recent surveys, the 
Industrial and Manufacturing sector continues to be the most optimistic, and will likely 
provide a continuing level of new jobs in the near future.  
 

 

 
This optimism has proven to be the case 
as evidenced by what is now our largest 
local employer, C&D Zodiac. 
Specializing in the design and 
production of business class seating for 
airlines, the company doubled its work 
force to over 1,100 and quadrupled its 
output since the beginning of 2011. 
C&D Zodiac continues to grow 
dramatically, as it acquires more and 
more contract and production orders.  
 
In May of 2012, the Economic 
Development Commission provided 
assistance with resolving a permit issue 
with the Air Pollution Control District 
that would have impacted production 
and expansion efforts. In addition, the 
EDC provided media links and a press 
conference for C&D Zodiac to announce 
the company’s expansion plans. 

 
 

Other manufacturing companies have stabilized from the recession and have begun to 
increase output. This includes Okonite Cable, which has been producing wire and cable 
in Santa Maria since the 1960’s. Another mainstay in Santa Maria dating back to the 
early 1970’s, Atlas Copco Mafi-Trench is capitalizing on expansion in the natural gas 
industry. They are also producers of turbines for geothermal applications, which is 
becoming more prominent as a clean source of alternative energy.  The EDC provided a 
tour of Atlas Copco Mafi-Trench in March, 2012, through the Manufacturers 
Association. 
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Overall, manufacturers are showing modest growth and are contributing to a consistent 
and optimistic trend. The EDC, through the success of its Manufacturers Association, has 
raised awareness of local industry and manufacturing. Manufacturing wages are generally 
higher than retail and agricultural positions, making this an important and critical sector 
for Santa Maria’s economic future.  
 
 

 

IMPORTANCE OF IMPORTANCE OF 

MANUFACTURINGMANUFACTURING

Average Salary 2009 Average Salary 2009 (Santa Maria)(Santa Maria)

 CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION $49,287$49,287

 MANUFACTURING MANUFACTURING $45,592$45,592

 RetailRetail $26,979$26,979

 AgricultureAgriculture $21,563$21,563
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The Santa Maria Public Airport has had a significant economic impact over the past year 
and will be playing an even greater role in the future. Completion of the Runway 
Extension Project brought immediate positive results with the announcement that 
Allegiant Air will be providing direct flights to Hawaii beginning in November. In the 
foreseeable future, there is great potential for new aircraft maintenance companies, 
additional flights and flight destinations, and movement on the Airport Business Park 
project. The Airport District contracts with the EDC for economic development services. 
 

 
 
 

The Airport requested the assistance of 
the Economic Development Commission 
to acquire additional support letters for a 
Small Community Airport Development 
Grant application for adding flights to 
Denver Colorado. There was a short, 5-
day window to work with. 
 
Within one day, the EDC and Chamber 
of Commerce secured over 150 support 
letters and by the 5th day had delivered 
over 270 to the Airport Manager from 
representatives, businesses and the 
general public. A letter of appreciation 
from the Airport to the Economic 
Development Commission is included in 
as an Appendix.  
 
The grant results will be announced later 
this year. 
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Agriculture is the region’s number one industry and has remained steady throughout the 
recession. The success of Windset Farms, the most modern, technologically advanced 
hydroponic greenhouse operation in the world underscores Santa Maria’s commitment to 
technology and economic development. Without the efforts of the City of Santa Maria to 
assist the company in working through a number of hurdles, it is unlikely the company 
could be in operation anywhere on the Central Coast.   
 
Now at approximately 400 employees, the company is preparing to expand and add 
additional greenhouses which will effectively double production and workforce. The 
EDC has worked with Windset Farms and provided a tour of the facility in May of 2012 
through its Manufacturers Association. 
 
 
(Right) Steve Newell, President and 
CEO of Windset Farms, briefs business 
and community leaders during a facility 
tour organized by the EDC in May of 
2012.  
 
(Below) The inside of one of Windset 
Farm’s greenhouses in full production. 
 
 

 
 
 



Santa Maria Economic Development Commission 
 2011-2012 Year End Report 

9 
 

While the Economic Development Commission has been instrumental in supporting 
Santa Maria’s larger employers, the EDC has been equally effective in working with 
smaller companies which provide the employment in Santa Maria. 
 
 

 
 

Water Tech, a new, agricultural-related 
supply company that provides irrigation 
products for farmers in local fields, 
employs up to ten employees. The EDC 
worked with this company from day one, 
providing assistance in gaining its 
business license, providing the company 
with essential information and advice to 
open its doors and assisting them 
through the Conditional Use Permit 
process which will allow outside storage 
on their property.   

 
Retail is another critical sector of Santa Maria’s economy. Retail is having slow, but 
steady, growth. There is renewed activity with tenants filling commercial vacancies. At 
Crossroads Shopping Center, Ashley Furniture opened its doors along with Tilly’s and 
Anna’s Linen. A new grocery store will be located where Linens and Things used to be, 
and it is scheduled to open in October, 2012.  
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At the Target Center, David’s Bridal, a national chain and the only one on the Central 
Coast, has opened. Across the street, near Ross Dress For Less, Panda Express is one of a 
number of new restaurants that have opened in Santa Maria.  In the College Square 
Shopping Center, Mattress Land will be opening soon. These are examples of new retail 
stores that are entering Santa Maria’s commercial market.  Commercial development is 
occurring on S. Blosser, and plans are in the works for new commercial development 
near Betteravia Road across from the current College Square Center. Interest has been 
increasing for developing portions of the Enos property North of Betteravia Road.  
 
Santa Maria has historically been the retail hub of the Central Coast, drawing shoppers 
from all directions. This retail element is essential for the overall improvement of our 
economy and to generate sales tax revenue, which helps fund necessary city services and 
public safety. 
 
With a long history in the Santa Maria region, the onshore oil industry is providing a 
resurgence of oil production activity. This brings good paying jobs to the area. The 
Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Commission are sponsoring a 
study of the economic impact of oil production through the UCSB Economic Forecast 
Project. This study will put into quantifiable terms the economic benefit of oil 
production, including jobs, the amount of money injected into the local economy, and 
how much revenue is generated for the County and State through royalties and taxes. 
 
Allan Hancock College contributes to 
our local economy in many ways. 
Construction at Allan Hancock College 
continues with the groundbreaking for 
the new Industrial Technology Complex, 
which took place on July 17. The Small 
Business & Entrepreneurship Center 
opened in February at Allan Hancock 
College. This program assists 
entrepreneurs in starting and growing 
their business. The Economic 
Development Commission has been 
fully engaged, involved and supportive 
of this effort from its inception.  
 
The EDC also works to collaborate where possible with Allan Hancock College, the 
Workforce Resource Center and other educational and workforce training organizations. 
Workforce training opportunities are essential for providing our local employers with 
qualified workers so that they can expand and grow. The Economic Development 
Commission has agreed to provide in-kind funding and services to Allan Hancock 
College to help secure a grant for a Central Coast Manufacturing Initiative. 
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(Left) The Economic Development 
Commission assisted in sponsoring a 
Manufacturers Summit held in June of 
2012, facilitated by Allan Hancock 
College, the Workforce Investment 
Board and the Workforce Resource 
Center. Manufacturers present included 
C&D Zodiac, Okonite Cable, Melfred 
Borzall, Helical, Hardy Diagnostics, and 
others. 

 
In the medical field, Marian Hospital’s new facility has opened, and across the street, 
Mission Hope Cancer Center has also begun operating, providing opportunities for 
additional medical related businesses. The EDC helped Marian Hospital with a critical 
permit issue relating to the Health Department that allowed the facility to open on time. 
 
While the United States Air Force and the United States military faces severe budget 
challenges, Vandenberg Air Force Base continues to provide over two thousand local 
jobs and injects millions of dollars into our Santa Maria economy, which is essential for 
the success of our small businesses and merchants. 
 
The Economic Development Commission recognizes the importance of connecting our 
local businesses with Vandenberg Air Force Base, and has developed a strong partnership 
working directly with the Vandenberg Small Business Office.  
 
(Below) The EDC and Chamber of Commerce organized and sponsored the Vandenberg 
Small Business Outreach Event in Santa Maria at the Fairpark on March 21, 2012. Over 
120 business representatives attended to learn how to do business with the government 
and specifically with Vandenberg Air Force Base. Base representatives were featured 
speakers as well as base contractors and Federal agencies. 
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The Santa Maria economy has other contributing factors which continue to provide jobs 
and bring extensive revenue into the community. Diablo Canyon provides over 120 
positions for Santa Maria residents. These have an average yearly salary of $92,000. The 
facility also spends over $3 million annually with Santa Maria businesses and services. 
The Economic Development Commission published a special report highlighting the 
beneficial economic impact of Diablo Canyon on Santa Maria. 
 

 
 

(Above) Santa Maria’s business and community leaders toured the Diablo Canyon Power 
Plant in June of 2012. The tour was provided by PG&E and organized by the Economic 

Development Commission  and the Manufacturers Association. 
 
 
Another often overlooked impact on our local economy comes from the Chumash 
Casino, which employs 600 people who live in Santa Maria. So many, in fact, that in 
2012 the Chumash completed the construction of a new, large and secure parking 
complex on Fairway Drive in Santa Maria to bus employees to and from the casino as a 
service, so that they do not have to drive to Santa Ynez. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Commission sponsored a 
special presentation of the UCSB Economic Forecast in May, 2012 which provided a 
focus on Santa Maria. The program identified the downturn in the Housing Market and 
the difficulties it created in our economy. The overall message from the forecast is that 
the economy is facing a long, slow road toward recovery. 
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As indicated at the Forecast, construction is another essential economic sector which 
continues to be far below normal. Locally, construction of the new Marian Hospital, 
Mission Hope Cancer Center, numerous buildings at Allan Hancock College, projects 
such as the new Vocation Training Center building, and some residential developments 
have helped. However, the overall construction industry continues to be down. One 
reason has to do with developers and contractors being unable to secure the required 
capital to build approved projects. In addition, as the economy continues to flounder, 
investors appear to have a “wait and see” attitude and are looking for solid economic 
improvement before investing capital. 
 

 
 
 
In today’s economy, smaller merchants and business owners are still struggling. These 
smaller companies (20 employees and less) employ the majority of the local workforce 
and continue to have difficulty in our sluggish economy. According to the EDC’s most 
recent economic survey, aside from the economy in general as having a negative impact, 
these smaller companies also list access to capital as a major problem. In addition, small 
retail merchants continue to have difficulty improving sales. Many owners are hesitant 
about hiring, expanding or investing because they are unsure about how Federal and State 
taxes, health care restrictions, regulations and new laws may penalize their businesses.  
However, in spite of these struggles, the small business owner is the most optimistic of 
any economic sector about the future of their companies, according to the EDC’s survey.  
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To assist these merchants, the Economic Development Commission provides access to 
workshops and programs, links to local resources and connections to incentives that can 
help their businesses. The EDC again worked alongside the Chamber of Commerce in 
renewing the “Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” campaign which was specifically 
designed to help local merchants, especially in the holiday timeframe where it was make-
or-break for many retailers. This program received positive feedback from merchants, 
shoppers, and even other municipalities which modeled similar programs after this effort. 
The result was that retail sales increased 4.5% in the 4th quarter of 2011, in part because 
of this campaign. In 2010, the program helped accomplished a 7.1% increase in retail 
sales, stopping a slump of 11 straight quarters of sales losses. 
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III. Advertising and Marketing  
 

 
 
By combining funding from the City of Santa Maria, the Santa Maria Public Airport 
District, and the Chamber of Commerce with its extensive resources, the Economic 
Development Commission is able to market Santa Maria to prospective companies 
through significant advertising and listings. These include business-related regional 
newspapers and magazines as well as national and international publications. The EDC 
also provides commentaries that advocate economic development. 
 
 

1. During 2011-2012, the EDC placed considerable advertising in business and 
industrial related magazines. These include: 

 Pacific Coast Business Times  
 SkyWest magazine 
 Biz Buzz Extra ( San Luis Obispo Tribune) 
 The CALED (California Association for Local Economic 

Development) Directory 
 Annual Economic Developer Directory of the CoreNet Global 

Leader 
 Global Corporate Xpansion  magazine 
 Business Facilities magazine 
 Trade and Industry Development magazine 
 Vandenberg Air Force Base Directory 
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(Above) An 1/8 page ad for placement in the business magazine associated  
with the San Luis Obispo Tribune. 

 
(Below) A full page ad in the Pacific Coast Business Times. 
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2. The EDC continues to weigh other advertisement options to get the most effective 
marketing possible.  
 

3. In addition to ad space, the EDC has published op-ed pieces and commentaries 
promoting economic development. Attached as an appendix to this report is a 
commentary about the Economic Development Commission published in the 
Santa Maria Times on November 11, 2011. 

 
 

(Below) A Santa Maria profile in SkyWest Magazine –  
The magazine was viewed by over 2 million air travelers 
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IV. Day-to-Day Prospect / Retention Activities  
 
Apart from organizing monthly programs and tours through the Manufacturers 
Association, distributing the monthly Newsflash Newsletter, conducting twice-a-year 
economic surveys, publishing “Santa Maria Means Business” electronic magazine, and 
organizing routine special events related to economic development, the Economic 
Development Commission provides extensive day-to-day core services for prospecting 
and retention. 
 
During 2011-2012, the EDC handled new company queries, commercial real estate 
requests, business license information, provided permit assistance, area demographic 
reports for prospects, entrepreneurial recommendations, set up meetings and factory 
tours, coordinated with departments and agencies, provided business and permit advice, 
and other miscellaneous day-to-day services. The EDC often works under non-disclosure 
requirements with commercial brokers and individual companies.  
 

1. The EDC meets and works with many of Santa Maria’s employers, large and 
small, for varying reasons. These include property title information, permit 
process queries, zoning questions, facility tours, presentations, setting up 
meetings with appropriate departments and agencies, providing demographic data 
and miscellaneous information, press releases, connecting to workforce resources, 
and other services, depending on the specific need of the company. 
 
A partial list includes: 

 C&D Zodiac 
 Windset Farms 
 Marian Hospital 
 Prince Lionheart 
 Hardy Diagnostics 
 Atlas Copco Mafi-Trench 
 North American Fire Hose 
 Costco 
 Crossroads Shopping Center 
 Town Center Mall 
 College Square Shopping Center 
 Vallarta Supermarket  
 David’s Bridal 
 Miscellaneous restaurants and retail merchants 
 Vocational Training Center 
 Santa Maria Fairpark 
 Smith Electric 
 Water Tech 
 Miscellaneous companies across all economic sectors 
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2. The EDC organizes and participates in meetings between City departments and 
company representatives routinely. The EDC also conducts similar meetings with 
developers and agents for potential projects.  
 
Examples include: 

 Prospective Commercial developments with agents, developers and 
owners involving various proposed locations in the City 

 AG cooler projects and other AG related projects 
 Prospective manufacturing companies 
 New stores and businesses with specific attention to zoning, business 

license and permit requirements. 
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3. The Economic Development Commission collaborates with local agencies for 
workforce training, employer incentives, financial assistance incentives, and 
educational opportunities for business owners and miscellaneous workshops.  
 
Examples of agencies the EDC routinely works with includes: 

 Workforce Investment Board 
 Workforce Resource Center 
 Employment Development Department 
 Allan Hancock College Small Business & Entrepreneurship Center 
 Center for Employment Training 
 Coastal Business Finance 
 Recycle Manufacturing Development Zone 
 Santa Barbara County Green Business Program 

 
The Economic Development Commission connects with the Workforce Resource 
Center to provide leads on new companies coming into the area, so that the 
agency can extend to them extensive employer hiring resources. In addition, the 
EDC collaborates with the Workforce Resource Center, the Employment 
Development Department and Veteran representatives to assist in finding work 
for local Veterans who are entering the workforce. 
 

4. The EDC either organized, sponsored, or helped coordinate these special events in 
collaboration with local agencies in 2011-2012: 
 

 Vandenberg Air Force Base Small Business Outreach Event in Santa 
Maria in March, 2012 

 Green Business– Energy Efficiency Forum  in coordination with the 
Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership in July 2011 

 UCSB Economic Forecast - Special Presentation: “Focus on Santa 
Maria” in February, 2012 

 Manufacturers Summit regarding Workforce Training in June of 2012 
 

5. The EDC works and meets with commercial brokers, providing site information, 
property profiles, coordinating meetings with appropriate departments, and 
providing local data. The Economic Development Commission: 

 Conducts meetings with Commercial Brokers to discuss ways to work 
together to fill commercial vacancies.  

 Provides site specific information, zoning review, and meetings upon 
request. 

 Provides welcome information and data packages for commercial 
brokers upon request. 

 Worked with Commercial Brokers for comments and 
recommendations regarding a draft revision for Outside Storage 
prepared by Community Development to allow for outside storage 
without a CUP provided certain conditions and limitations are met.  
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6. The Economic Development Commission is involved with Special Projects: 

 
 UCSB Economic Forecast Study on Oil Production:  

 
The EDC and Chamber of Commerce are coordinating with the UCSB 
Economic Forecast Project and have contracted with UCSB for a study 
on the economic impact of oil production and the onshore oil industry.  
The study is funded locally and is due to be completed later this year.  
 
One of the goals of the project is to put a quantifiable number per 
barrel of oil, for job creation, county and state revenue, and economic 
impact. When oil production is discussed, relative to increases or 
decreases in barrels produced, there will be a correlating number 
associated with job production, payroll and government revenue. 
 

 “Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” program: 
 
EDC assisted the Chamber of Commerce in continuing to promote and 
market the “Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” campaign to help local 
retail merchants in the 4th quarter of 2011. The program highlights 
how shopping local provides sales tax revenue which the City of Santa 
Maria needs to provide essential services. It also stresses the 
importance of using our local merchants as opposed to shopping online 
or outside Santa Maria. This is the second year of the program. 

  
In the 4th quarter of 2011, the campaign contributed to a 4.5 % increase 
in retail sales. The prior year, in 2010, the program helped gain a 7.1% 
increase in sales tax revenue for the 4th quarter of 2010, breaking an 11 
quarter skid of declining sales in the City of Santa Maria. 

 
 

7. The EDC has assisted over 160 businesses in the Santa Maria area through the 
Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership to upgrade and reduce energy 
use through lighting upgrades and other efficiency improvements. This generally 
results in significant savings for the company. 

 
8. The EDC has partnered with the City GIS system to provide access to a wealth of 

site-specific information within the City of Santa Maria through their GIS. The 
EDC will continue to work with the system as situations allow. This will help to 
provide significant information for prospective companies coming into Santa 
Maria. 
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V: Santa Maria Public Airport District 
 

 The Santa Maria Public Airport District contracts with the 
Economic Development Commission to provide economic development services. The 
EDC works closely with the Airport Manager, Chris Hastert, who is also a member of the 
Commission, and routinely promotes the use of the airport and assists when requested to 
support the Airport District’s efforts. 
 
(Below) The Airport celebrates the completion of the Runway Extension Project. The 
extended runway brought immediate results with Allegiant Air announcing direct flights 
to Hawaii. The extended runway enhances potential for additional flights, larger aircraft, 
and the opportunity for new, airport related companies. 

 

 
 
 
Pictured left to right:  
Brett Nolan of Tartaglia Engineering, 
Airport Board Members- Don Lahr, 
Chuck Damiano, Carl Engel, Hugh 
Rafferty, Chuck Adams and the Airport 
General Manager, Chris Hastert.  
 

 
The Santa Maria Public Airport has achieved many successes recently due to the 
foresight and positive focus of the Airport Board and the Airport General Manager. 
 
These successes include: 

 Completion of the Runway Extension Project 
 Allegiant Air announcing flights directly to Hawaii from Santa Maria 

beginning in November of 2012, which was a direct result of the 
runway extension. 

 Forestry Service use of the airport for Air Tankers which are used in 
fighting wildfires. 

 Karting Association has renewed their activities and use of the track 
 Successful annual air show 
 Installation of advanced security scanning technology 
 Facility and hanger upgrades and parking lot resurfacing 
 Possibility of Denver service if they are awarded an FAA Small 

Community Air Service Development Grant. 
 Continued efforts to proceed with the Airport Business Park 



Santa Maria Economic Development Commission 
 2011-2012 Year End Report 

23 
 

 
1. The Economic Development Commission holds regular meetings with the Airport 

Manager to discuss ways the Economic Development Commission and the 
Chamber of Commerce can assist in promoting of the Airport. The EDC also and 
coordinates meetings between the airport and local business and community 
leaders. The EDC routinely updates the Airport Board with an end-of-year 
presentation. 
 

2. In June of 2012, The Airport requested the assistance of the Economic 
Development Commission to acquire support letters to help with a FAA Small 
Community Airport Development Grant for adding flights to Denver Colorado. 
There was a short, 5-day window to work with. 
 
Within one day, the EDC and Chamber of Commerce secured over 150 support 
letters and by the 5th day had delivered over 270 to the Airport Manager from 
representatives, businesses and the general public. A letter of appreciation from 
the Airport to the EDC is included in the Appendices.  
 
The results of the grant will be announced later this year. 
 

3. The EDC provided letters in August, 2011 to congressional committees 
overseeing the Federal Transportation Department to resolve the impasse for FAA 
funding. This could have negatively impacted the Runway Extension Project. The 
matter was resolved and funding continued. 
 

4. The EDC will be assisting the Airport District with development of the RFQ for 
the Business Park, as well as information to provide potential new companies 
interested in locating at the Santa Maria Airport for maintenance operations. 
 

5. The EDC promotes the airport regularly through its newsletter and day-to-day 
programming. 

 
 
 
 
 Right: Allegiant Air currently provides 
direct flights to Las Vegas. Beginning in 
November, the airlines will also be 
flying directly from Santa Maria to 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  
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VI. Manufacturers Association 
 
The Economic Development Commission 
sponsors, organizes and facilitates 
Manufacturers Association meetings. The 
purpose of the association is to strengthen 
overall business and manufacturing, and to 
maintain a strong industrial presence, which 
is an essential part of the Santa Maria 
economy. The meetings provide an 

opportunity for business leaders to discuss issues, work together to strengthen local 
industry and manufacturing in Santa Maria, and to attend a variety of factory and plant 
tours throughout the year.  
 
The success of the Manufacturers Association continues to grow. The meetings are 
usually on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 am. Locations vary depending on topic 
or factory tour. The Manufacturers Association brings a broad scope of programming, 
and during 2011-2012, there was a variety of workshops, updates, presentations and 
factory tours.  
 

 July 2011: Santa Maria Public Airport Update 
Chris Hastert, Airport General Manager provided an update 
of projects at the airport, including the runway extension 
project, status of the business park, renovation of hangers, 
and the status of airlines and flights.  The Airport is a 
partner with the Economic Development Commission and 
plays an essential role in economic development. 
 
 

 August 2011:  Factory Tour of Prince Lionheart  
A local success story, Prince Lionheart was founded in 
1973 in the garage of Tom and Linda McConnell and has 
grown to become one of the most successful and prominent 
suppliers of baby products in the United States with sales 
world-wide. The factory tour was well received and 
attended by over 70 business and community leaders. 

 
 September 2011: Allan Hancock College Small Business &   

      Entrepreneurship Center 
The Center offers resources and support for students and 
entrepreneurs within the community to promote and 
advance small business development. Attendees met onsite 
in the resource center and were given an overview of the 
program. Also highlighted was the college’s work with 
local businesses to create a curriculum around their needs.  
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 October 2011: “Space X” and the Workforce Resource Board 
This program featured “Space X”, an American space 
transport company with launches out of Vandenberg Air 
Force Base. The second part of the presentation featured 
the Workforce Investment Board with its program to 
provide workforce training on-site for local manufacturers. 
 

 
 November 2011: “Doing Business with Vandenberg Air Force Base”  

This highly successful and sold-out workshop was 
presented by James Mastin, Small Business Development 
Director at the 30th Space Wing. The event was attended by 
over 100 company representatives interested in doing 
business with the government. The EDC has a strong 
partnership with the VAFB business office and featured a 
more in-depth a conference in Santa Maria in March of 
2012. 
 

 January 2012: Ron Workman- “The Federal Debt Debate” 
Originally presented as a Cal Poly class, this program was 
reformatted to fit the Manufacturers Association. Ron 
Workan laid out the history of the national debt, analyzed 
trends, and examined proposals to reduce the debt. 
Workman also showed what will happen if nothing is done 
to curb this growing problem.  
 
 

 February 2012: Nancy Vensko- “Copyrights, Trademarks and Patents”  
Patent expert, Nancy Vensko, described how products, 
inventions and written works are protected by law. The 
workshop reviewed patents and the process of obtaining 
one. She also covered important court decisions that 
interpret what is protected and what isn’t. The program 
discussed inventions and how a company should start 
protecting their business innovations. 

 
 March 2012:    2012 Vandenberg Air Force Base Small Business  

  Outreach Event 
    The EDC and Chamber of Commerce provided and   
    sponsored the Vandenberg Small Business Outreach Event  
    in Santa Maria at the Fairpark on March 21, 2012. Over  
    120 business representatives attended to learn how to do  
    business with the government and specifically with   
    Vandenberg Air Force Base. Base representatives were  
    featured speakers as well as base contractors and Federal  
    agencies. 
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 Also in March 2012: Factory Tour of Atlas Copco Mafi-Trench  

One of our top manufacturers, Mafi-Trench originated in 
Santa Maria in the 1970’s, manufacturing sophisticated 
valves for the oil industry. The company was bought by 
Atlas Copco, a European-based corporation, and is a 
premier producer of “turboexpanders”, a turbine system 
that separates liquid from gas at drilling sites. The               
operation is looking at additional future expansion in Santa                                
Maria,  helped by a significant boost in natural gas 
operations both in the U.S. and abroad. In addition, the 
company produces turbines for geothermal production of 
energy. This mode of  energy production is one of the best 
renewable energy options available.  

 
 April 2012: Santa Maria Public Airport Update 

Chris Hastert, Airport General Manager presented an 
update with the Santa Maria Airport. He discussed the 
potential that the runway expansion presents for future air 
service and the possibility of drawing aircraft maintenance 
and support companies to the airport. He also discussed 
future destinations, and other aspects of the airport. 

 
 May 2012:  Facility Tour of  Windset Farms  

The Manufacturers Association toured Windset Farms, the 
most modern, technologically advanced hydroponic 
greenhouse operation in the world. Now with two 40-acre 
greenhouses in full production, over 400 people are 
employed with the operation. A second phase with two 
additional 40-acre greenhouses is planned. Over 50 
members of the business community attended this well 
received tour. 
 
 
 

 June 2012:  Tour of Diablo Canyon Power Plant 
In June, 2012 the manufacturers Association toured the  

   Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. The tour included a  
   briefing at the simulated Control Room, view of the in- 
   take areas, and a bus tour of the facility. The plant employs  
   over 120 Santa Maria residents and the facility spends  
   about $3 million per year with Santa Maria businesses and  
   services. 
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VII. EDC’s Economic Surveys 
 

 
While economic data is available from State and Federal resources, this information 
focuses on the region as opposed to the specific Santa Maria area. For example, 
information about retail and manufacturing that highlights the entire Santa Barbara 
County does not accurately describe the trends that are occurring in Santa Maria. In 
addition, much of the economic data that is available is old, often a year or more. 
 
To provide an up-to-date snapshot of the local economy and to determine trends in the 
economy, the Economic Development Commission conducts an economic survey twice a 
year, in the spring and fall. The survey asks for input from businesses across the spectrum 
and has proven to be an accurate barometer of business sentiment and economic trends. 
The survey is widely promoted through the media as well as directly through Chamber of 
Commerce members, the Manufacturers Association and the Santa Maria Valley 
Contractors Association. 
 

 

 

The most recent Economic Survey 
conducted by the EDC, was taken in 
February and March of 2012 and 
published in April. It is available on the 
Economic Development Commission’s 
website (www.santamariaedc.com), and 
a copy of the results is provided with 
this report. The results indicate a 
continued, slow recovery with 
Manufacturing and Industry leading the 
way. Larger companies are stable and 
more likely to hire over the next 6 
months. Smaller companies continue to 
struggle, with access to capital and 
financing a major concern. 

http://www.santamariaedc.com/
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NOTE: The complete Economic Survey of February-March 2012 is included in an 

Appendix of this year-end report. (Below) Sample pages from the survey. 

 

 
 

1. Notes of the most recent Survey: 
 Manufacturing and Industrial continues to be one of the most 

optimistic sectors. It is also one of the sectors most likely to hire.  
 

 Larger companies are performing better, are stable, and more 
likely to hire than smaller companies. They show optimism about 
business improving over the next six months. Very few of these 
larger companies feel business will worsen. 

 
 Construction is showing improvement compared to previous 

surveys. 
 
2. Indicators of Concern: 

 Retail is showing slow, yet tenuous improvement. Most of the 
struggling retail companies are small retailers as opposed to larger 
“big box” stores. 

 
 The plight of very small businesses (less than 10 employees) 

continues as they are the most impacted, according to the survey. 
Interestingly, the same small retailers that are struggling are 
optimistic about their own businesses improving and show an 
attitude of perseverance.  
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VIII. Newsflash! Newsletter 
 

 
               

The monthly Newsflash! Newsletter goes out to over 2,000 recipients including 
prospective companies and local business leaders. It is a continual reminder that Santa 

Maria is an exceptional and productive city to grow and expand your business. 
 
The Economic Development Commission publishes a monthly newsletter which is 
utilized for both retention and prospecting purposes. It is intended to be a source for up-
to-date economic development information, current events and announcements. The 
newsletter goes out to over 2,000 recipients and the list is growing all the time. 
 
The newsletter also includes links to additional articles, websites and business data. It is 
an important tool for economic development because it provides a convenient reminder to 
prospective companies about Santa Maria on a monthly basis. In these economic times, a 
prospective company may not be ready yet to expand or relocate, but we want to make 
sure we are on their radar screen for when they are. 

 
1. The most recent issue of the Newsflash! Newsletter is included with this report. 

On a routine basis, the current newsletter can always be found at this link, which 
is accessible on the EDC’s website: 
http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Economic%20Development%20NE
WSFLASH!.html 

 
  

http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Economic%20Development%20NEWSFLASH!.html
http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Economic%20Development%20NEWSFLASH!.html
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2. Special Reports: 
 
The Newsflash! Newsletter often contains links to special reports that are written 
and provided by the Economic Development Commission and provides greater 
detail on issues and current events.  
 
Past Special Reports have included the economic impact of Diablo Canyon, 
projects at the airport, successful manufacturing companies, projects underway 
within the City of Santa Maria, and other topics. 
 
 
Two Special Reports are included as Appendices to the Year-End Report: 
 
 
 

  
 
(Left) The Special Report from July 2011 highlighted the economic impact of 
Diablo Canyon on Santa Maria. It provides a glimpse of the benefit of jobs and 
revenue spent with Santa Maria merchants and services. 
 
(Right) The 4 page Special Report for November, 2011 examined key projects that 
were under construction in Santa Maria. It is important to keep people aware of 
activity taking place.  
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IX. EDC’s Interactive Magazine: 
“Santa Maria Means Business” 

 
“Santa Maria Means Business” is an interactive, electronically distributed, economic 
development magazine. It is designed to provide quality information and resources to 
prospects and agents, as well as to new and existing businesses. It is an effective tool for 
promoting Santa Maria as a prime area for business. It is also full of information that all 
local businesses can appreciate.  
 
All 5 issues are available at the Economic Development Commission’s website 
(www.santamariaedc.com). These issues are designed to be in continuous use as an 
ongoing economic development tool for outreach, information, and area promotion. 
 
 
The latest issue and previous issues can be accessed at this link: 

 http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Santa%20Maria%20Means%20Busi
ness%20-%20Interactive%20Magazine.html 
 

 

 
 
Issue 5: “Hit the Ground Running in 
2012” - 17 resources and information 
sites that will help you to get a head-
start with your company in the New 
Year. The issue was designed to help 
local companies become enthusiastic 
about their business, their goals, and 
ways to improve their business in 2012. 

 

 

 
 
Issue 4: “Rising from the Recession - 
How Manufacturing, Industry and the 
Airport are leading the way toward 
Santa Maria’s Future.” This issue 
provides an extensive overview of 
Santa Maria’s economy and includes 
historical information as well as 
providing an overall perspective of the 
current economic situation. 

http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Santa%20Maria%20Means%20Business%20-%20Interactive%20Magazine.html
http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Santa%20Maria%20Means%20Business%20-%20Interactive%20Magazine.html
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Issue 3: “100 Resources for Expanding, 
Relocating or Starting a Business in 
Santa Maria, California”. This is a very 
comprehensive compilation of local 
resources, ranging from City, to County 
to State to Federal, and many available 
resources and services in between. This  
issue should be a “go-to” manual for any 
company or organization. 

 
 
 
 

Issue 1: “10 Good Reasons to 
Expand or Relocate your 
Company to Santa Maria, 
California”. A terrific 
prospecting resource, this guide 
highlights the advantages of 
locating a company in Santa 
Maria. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Issue 2: “8 of Santa Maria’s Most 
Dynamic Manufacturing Companies” 
This issue highlights Quintron Systems, 
Hardy Diagnostics, Okonite and C&D 
Zodiac, among others. 
 
 
 

 

All of the issues are accessible at the EDC’s website: www.santamariaedc.com. 
 

http://www.santamariaedc.com./
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X. Presentations and Outreach 
 

During the period of July, 2011 – June 2012, the EDC made numerous keynote 
presentations to groups and organizations about the Economic Development Commission 
and promoting across-the-board involvement to enhance economic development.  
 

1. These keynote presentations have been well received and have included: 
 

 Leadership Santa Maria Valley  
 Santa Maria Rotary and Kiwanis clubs 
 Vandenberg Village Rotary Club 
 A keynote address at Vandenberg Air Force Base 
 Homeowners Associations 
 Santa Maria Board of Realtors 
 Presentation at Allan Hancock College’s Small Business & Entrepreneurship 

Center 
 Workforce Resource Center employment programs 
 San Luis Obispo radio station. 
 Miscellaneous local radio and television Interviews 

 
2. News reports: 

 The Economic Development Commission often connects with local reporters 
to pass along economic development information, to provide press releases, 
and to advance contacts for companies that would make interesting news 
items. 
 

3. Commentaries: 
 
 The EDC published an article in the Santa Maria Times focusing on economic 

development. It is included in the Appendix. 
 

 
4. The Economic Development Commission responds to requests to speak and 

provide economic development updates, presentations and outreach opportunities. 
Any organization or forum which would like to hear about Santa Maria’s 
economic development programs can call the EDC at (805) 925-2403 ext 817 or 
e-mail at edc@santamaria.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:edc@santamaria.com
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XI. Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is the Partnership Administrator of the 
Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership program. The purpose of the 
partnership is to assist municipalities and businesses with retrofit options that provide 
energy efficiency and cost savings. Partners include PG&E, Southern California Gas, the 
City of Santa Maria, County of Santa Barbara, Guadalupe, Solvang, and Buellton.  
The Partnership website is: www.sbenergywatch.com . 
 

1. Green Business-Energy Efficiency Forum 
 

 The EDC, Chamber of Commerce and the Santa Barbara County 
Energy Watch Partnership sponsored, hosted and facilitated the 1st 
Annual Green Business-Energy Efficiency Forum on July 20th, 
2011 at the Elks Lodge #1538.  
 

 The forum was well received and featured 11 presentations by 
representatives of programs available for businesses and homes, as 
well as information geared toward energy efficiency and green 
business practices. 

 
 David Whitehead and Steve Kahn from the City of Santa Maria 

Public Works Department gave a terrific presentation on what the 
city is doing with energy efficiency. 

 
 The second annual Green Business and Technology Forum will be 

held on July 25th, 2012 at the Elk’s Lodge. 
 

2. The EDC donated 4 “Kill A Watt” meters to the Santa Maria Public Library. 
These meters can be checked out and can be used for people to see how much 
energy an appliance or household item uses and what it costs over a week, month 
and year. The purpose is to raise awareness about energy efficiency 

http://www.sbenergywatch.com/
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. 
 

3. The Partnership has been distributing Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFL’s) 
through the Foodbank and other sources to help promote energy efficiency and 
energy related cost savings to low income families. 
 

 
 

(Above) Flyer for the 2nd Annual Green Business-Energy Efficiency Forum July 25, 2012 
 

4. Businesses in Santa Maria who participate in the Direct Install program save an 
average of $1,600 per year in energy costs. 
 

5. The Partnership has saved the City of Santa Maria over $60,000 through energy 
upgrades and energy savings. 
 

6. The Elks Club saves over $15,500 per year in energy expenses because they 
upgraded their lighting through the Partnership’s Direct Install Program. There 
was no cost to the Elks to do this retrofit. It was provided by the Energy watch 
Partnership. 

 
Through the remainder of 2012, the Santa Barbara County Energy Watch 
Partnership will continue to raise awareness of the benefits of energy efficiency 
and energy savings among municipalities, businesses, and the general public.  
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SANTA MARIA 

PUBLIC AIRPORT DISTRICT 

July 13, 2012 

Dave Cross 
Economic Development Commission 
614 S. Broadway 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

RE: Assistance during the SCASD grant application process 

Dear Mr. Cross: 

TELEPHONE 805/922-1 726 
FAX 805/922~677 

Website: www.fly2smx.com 

The Board of Directors for the Santa Maria Public Airport District would like to express 
its appreciation for the tremendous effort involved in securing the volume of community 
support letters to accompany our Small Community Air Service Development Grant 
Application to the FAA. Your ability to obtain hundreds of letters from individuals, 
community leaders, and key businesses on very short notice shows your dedication to 
the economic development of our community and your understanding of the impact the 
airport can have during this process. 

The Board recognizes the benefits in working together with the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Economic Development Commission to obtain not only the Small Air Service 
Community Development Grant, but in marketing the airport for additional air service 
and businesses in the airport business park. 

Your assistance is valued by our Board and we continue to look forward to working 
together on other projects. 

CARL ENGEL 
President of the Board 

321 7 TERMINAL DRIVE • SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA 93455 
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NEWSFLASH! 

MORE NEWS 

ON  PAGE 2

SANTA MARIA AIRPORT CONTINUES TO FLY HIGH

CITY OF SANTA MARIA AND SANTA MARIA PUBLIC AIRPORT RENEW
THEIR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Both the City of Santa Maria and the Santa Maria Public Airport have 
renewed their partnership with the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and its Economic Development Commission activities.

The EDC is the only economic development agency in Santa Barbara 
County that provides a public/private partnership for accountable 
economic development work. The EDC provides services for retention 
and prospecting, collaborates with other local agencies, organizes 
workshops and factory tours, and works behind the scenes to assist 
companies and businesses as needed.

Back to Full Service for U.S. Forest Service Air
Tankers at the Santa Maria Airport

With only a short window of time to work with, the Santa Maria Airport requested assistance from the 
Economic Development Commission and the Chamber of Commerce for additional support letters to help 
with a Small Community Airport Development Grant from the FAA for adding flights to Denver, Colorado.

Within days, hundreds of support letters were provided to the Airport. Key community members stepped up to 
help in getting as much support as possible in a limited amount of time. The Economic Development 
Commission would like to thank the businesses, organizations and individuals that responded so quickly to 
the request for support.   The results of the grant will be announced later this year.

Direct Flights to Hawaii Beginning in November

Karting Association Reopens Track on
Airport Property

BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS
PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORT
FOR DENVER FLIGHTS

Flights to Denver Could be in the Future

http://www.santamaria.com/cm/Home.html
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://www.heritageoaksbank.com/
http://www.santamariaedc.com
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MANUFACTURERS LEARN ABOUT EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS AT SUMMIT

Local employers provided input to Allan Hancock College and the 
Workforce Resource Center at the Manufacturers Summit held on July 
28th. The agencies use this essential information to develop workforce 
training programs to meet the needs of local manufacturers.

The Workforce Resource Center is an exceptional resource for local 
companies. Visit their website:  www.workforceresource.com

MORE NEWS 

ON  PAGE 3

The Diablo Canyon facility tour on June 
26, sponsored by the EDC, the Chamber 
of Commerce and Pacific Gas and 
Electric, was enjoyed by a large group of 
participants from the Manufacturers 
Association.

Aside from the essential energy that 
Diablo Canyon provides, the facility also 
contributes significantly to  Santa Maria’s 
economy. 

Over $2.5 million is spent annually with 
Santa Maria businesses and services. In 
addition, over 120 employees live in 
Santa Maria with an average salary of 
over $92,000 per year.

PAGE 2

DIABLO CANYON TOUR BRINGS ENERGY INTO FOCUS

Members of the Manufacturers Association 
toured Diablo Canyon on June 26, 2012

http://www.santamaria.com/cm/Home.html
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
https://www.workforceresource.com/
http://www.santamariaedc.com
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NEWSFLASH! 

2nd Annual Green Business Energy Efficiency Forum - July 25th - SEE PAGE 5

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development 
Commission Sponsor UCSB Oil Production Study 

The study quantifies the impact of onshore oil production
on jobs, the economy and revenue to the County and State.
The report is due to be completed in the Fall of 2012.

This event is sponsored by the Santa Barbara County Energy 
Watch Partnership, the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Economic Development Commission.

Workforce Investment Board offers a Career Fair: Youth Paid Work Experience
Program:  Read the FLYER

July 11th from 1:30 -3:00pm 
Allan Hancock College - Building K, Room 22 & 26
For information contact Karen Le Doux - 805-346-7131

We can help your company become more Energy Efficient!

BECOME A CERTIFIED GREEN BUSINESS

edc@santamaria.com

Take the Next Step and

Contact Frances Gilliland- coordinator@greenbizsbc.org

www.greenbizsbc.org
MORE NEWS 

ON  PAGE 4

RSVP to edc@santamaria.com

CONTACT THE EDC ABOUT PARTICIPATING IN THE
ENERGY WATCH PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

http://www.santamaria.com/cm/Home.html
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://greenbizsbc.org/index.html
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:coordinator@greenbizsbc.org
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/Job%20Fair%20flyer%20Santa%20Maria.pdf
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PUT THESE SPECIAL EVENTS ON 
YOUR 2012 CALENDAR!

2nd Annual Green Business and 
Technology Forum - Wednesday July 25

Vandenberg Air Force base Tour -
Tuesday, August 28

Find out how 
your business 
can save energy
and save on
energy costs.

Energy Watch

or contact
the EDC

SEE THE SCHEDULE

City of Santa Maria

Development Project
Update List
 is available HERE

Access the most recent local
labor stats HERE

LOCAL
LABOR 

STATISTICS

PAGE 4

RESOURCE PAGENEWSFLASH! 
THE “WORKFORCE RESOURCE CENTER” PROVIDES EXCEPTIONAL EMPLOYER
RESOURCES. For more information contact the Workforce Resource Center at 
                                                                  (805) 614-1550 or visit the website at:
                                                                  www.workforceresource.com

Read the
EDC’s Interactive
Magazine

http://www.santamaria.com/cm/Home.html
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://www.sbenergywatch.com/
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/Manufacturers%20Assoc%202012%20Meeting%20and%20Event%20Schedule.pdf
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://www.ci.santa-maria.ca.us/54328.html
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/June%202012%20SB%20County%20Labor%20Stats.pdf
https://www.workforceresource.com/
http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Santa%20Maria%20Means%20Business%20-%20Interactive%20Magazine.html
http://www.santamariaedc.com


Sponsored by:
       Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership

       Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce
 and Visitor & Convention Bureau

       Santa Maria Economic Development Commission

   

Registration & displays begin at 9:00     Program 9:30-11:30 am    Displays open until 1pm

    EmPowerSBC Program
    Energy Upgrade California 

Community Environmental Council

Wednesday, July 25, 2012

 

GREEN BUSINESS -
ENERGY EFFICIENCY FORUM

Santa Maria

TO REGISTER: e-mail  or call (805) 925-2403 ext 817edc@santamaria.com

    PG&E
    Southern California Gas

    Santa Barbara County Green Business Program
    Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership

    RMDZ Recycling Market Development Zone

Limited Display Space Available
 for your “Green” Company or Product.

No cost for Chamber Members-
Non-Chamber Members $30 for space

Elks Lodge - 1309 North Bradley Road - Santa Maria

Displays,
Electric Cars
& Hybrids

Business & Residential
Save Energy 
Reduce Your Energy Bill

No Cost to Attend-
Registration Required

2nd

Annual

PAGE 5

mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://www.santamariaedc.com
http://www.santamaria.com
http://www.sbenergywatch.com


E' Santa Maria 
LCIJIIIJMIC DEVEI.IIPMENT CDMMISSIIJII 

Survey Conducted from February 12, 2012 - March 5, 2012 
Oaitman· Bob HatA:b, President I CEO Sama Mali& V.Uey Cbariler of Commcn:c 

(80S) 925-2403, ext 82S 
E-mail: chmlm:hie1@aol.can 

Director: Dave Cross, Economic Development Comm;saionDirector 
(80S) 925-2403, ext817 
E-mail: f4r@l!l!l!1!!ml!rjgcom 

Sama Malia Economic De'Ydopmtlllt Commission 
Sama Malia Valley Cbmrl!er of Commcn:c 
614 s. Bra!dway 
Sallla MaDa, CA 93454 
www.samamariaedc.ccm 



Introduction: 
Who Responded to the 

Economic Survey? 

Conducted from FebnJary 12-March 5, 2012, the Economic Development Commission received over200 
responSM from local businesses and busin8&S representatives. The purpose of the survey was to 
examine local economic trends, gain a snapshot of how different economic sectors are faring, and to 
weigh the confidence level of local businesses. 
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Responses came from a cro&fHection of 
industries and economicsectcrs. 

Company size played a distinct role In 
the responses to the survey. While the 
majority of responses came from 
companies wi1h 10 employees or less, a 
large percentage of responses also 
came from companies with 100 or more, 
as well as medium-sized companies. 

Half of all responses came from 
Preslderrts, CEO's and owners of local 
companies. 



Question 1: 
How was sales and business over the 

course of 2011 compared to the previous year? 

OVerall, the 19tponses Indicate that 
business was the same or bGtter In 
2011 over the prioryear. 

How was sales and business over the course of 2011 compared to the 
previous year? 

As seen in the dlart below, larger 
companies enjoyed greater 
aucces&, while smaller companies 
had more moderate reaulte. 
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Question 1 {cont.): 
How was sales and business over the 

course of 2011 compared to the previous year? 
Based on Economic Sector 

Different sectors recorded varying responses to the survey when it came to business performance in 
2011. These charts and the ones that follow, give an indication of how some sectors are improving, 
some are weathering the slow economy, and others continue to have difficulty. 
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Question 2: 
Did you add or reduce your overall 

number of employees In 2011? 

Employment remained relatively 
consistent, with a higher percentage 
of companies adding positions as 
opposed to reducing the workforce. 

Did you add to or re-duce your overall number of employees during the past 
year? 

The larger the oompany, the higher 
percentage af new positions, as 
indicated below. Companies with 
100 or morv employees hired at a 
more favorable rate. 

' 

Based on Company Size 
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Question #2 (cont.): 
Did you add or reduce your overall 

number of employees in 2011? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Sectors with continued difficulty showed a corresponding decrease in workforce. Others remained 
relatively the same or added positions. Manufacturing and Industry clearly stands out in regard to 
workforce hiring. 

D Added Positions 1 Same 1 Reduced Workforce 

Did you Add or Reduce the overall number 
of employees during the past year? 
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of e?J,ployees during the past year? 
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Question #3: 
How was sales and business during the fourth 

quarter of 2011 (October- December) compared 
to the previous year? 

44% of the responding businesses 
indical8d that the 4th quarterof2011 
was better than the prior year. 25% 
had a 4th quarter that was lower 
than2010. 

How was sales and business during the 4th Quarter of 2011 (October. 
December) compared to the previous year. 

The ctlart below confirms that the 
larger companies appeared to have 
greater su ccesa during 2011, 
although the majority of 
respondents Indicated the eame 
amount of sales or better In 
comparison to the prior year. 
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L___ 
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Question #3 (cont.): 
How was sales and business during the 4th 

quarter of 2011, compared to the previous year? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Retail and non-profits continue to have difficulty. Other sectors show an increase in the 4th quarter 
over the previous year, with Marketing, Financial, Manufacturing, and Professional Services leading 
the way. 
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How was sales and business in the 4th Quarter of 
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2011 compared to the previous year? 
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Question #4: 
How has sales and business been during the 
beginning of this year (20:1.2) compared to 

last year at this time? 

Indications from responding 
businesses indicate that 2012 has 
the potential to be a much better 
year than 2011. 

How has sales or business been at the beginning of this year (2012) 
compared to last year at this time? 

other than companies In the 26-50 
employee range, most businesses, 
large and small, indicate a better 
yearsofarthan last year. 

It t::i starttng off Bo-Uet than th0 piOII'lOUS year 
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Question #4 (cont.): 
How has sales and business been during the beginning of 

this year (2012) compared to last year at this time? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Most sectors show a significant improvement compared to the same time last year. If the trend 
continues, it will result in a bettereconomicyearin 2012 for Santa Maria. 

D Better • Same • Worse 
How has business been at the beginning of th~ 75% 

year (2012) compared to last year at this time? 
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Question #5: 
How optimistic are you about 2012 as It 

relates to your company's profit and success? 

Most businesses indicate they are 
somewhat optimistic. It could be 
better defined as •cautiously 
optimistic". Only 14% are not 
optimistic about2012 . 

How Optomistlc are you about 2012 as it relates to your company's profit 
and success? 

. 
Aaoss ltle board, oompanies are 
cautious and somewhat optimistic 
about2012. 

Somewhal Optu'l"l~sttc 
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Question #5 (cont.): 
How optimistic are you about 2012 as it 

relates to your company's profit and success? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Most sectors show cautious optimism. 

D Very I Somewhat I Not Optimistic I Uncertain 
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How optimistic are you about 2012? 
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Question #6: 
How do you see your business trending over the 

next 6 months? 

49% Indicate the next 6 months will 
be better than last year. This Is 
another indication of growing 
optimism about the local economy. 

How do you see your business trending over the next 6 me>nths? 

Smaller companies again show 
significant optfmlsm as do larger 
companies. Companlee with 10-50 
employees generally~ buslnees 
as aboutthe same as lest year. 
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Question #6 (cont.): 
How do you see your business trending over the 

next 6 months? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Most sectors indicate a positive economic trend over the next 6 months. Very few predict the next six 
months will be worse for their businesses. 

D Better • Same • Worse • Not Sure 

How do you see your business trending over 
the next 6 months? 
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Question #7: 
How do you see your workforce over the 

next 6 months? 

Most responders indicate that the 
workforw will stay the same over 
the next 6 monlha. 22% say that 
they will probably be hiring. 8% are 
looking at posalble workforce 
reductions. 

How do you see your workforce over the next 6 months? 

When company size is factored in, 
hiring is most likely to happen in 
correlation to the size of the 
bU8iness. 41% of companies with 
100 employees or more are looking 
at potential hiring, which Is good 
news forourlocallaborforce. 
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Question #7 (cont.): 
How do you see your workforce over the 

next 6 months? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Manufacturing is poised to hire over the next six months, according to the survey. Most companies will 
be maintaining the current workforce. Businesses in Construction, Financial, Professional Services, 
and Retail will be looking to hire as well, according to the survey. 
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Question #8: 
How do you see the economy In general 

over the next 8 months? 

48% see the economy being about 
the same over the next 6 months. 
Over a third see improvement. while 
14% see the next 6 months being 
worse than lastyear. 

How do you see the economy In general over the next 6 months? 

This cu11ook Is generally consistent, 
except companies with 100 or more 
employees again reflect more 
optimism about the next 6 months. 

About the same 

Beller 1han last year 
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Question #8 (cont.): 
How do you see the economy in general 

over the next 6 months? 

Based on Economic Sector 

Most sectors view the overall economy over the next 6 months with optimism. However, some 
industries have a more moderate outlook with some pessimism, including the Hotel Industry, and to a 
lesser extent, Construction. 
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Question :1#9: 
What main issues do you see mostly 

impacting your business? 

All Rasoondani:B 
What main issues do you see mostly impacting your business? (Select up 

to 4) 

The economy 143 (71%) 1 

Rising business costs 92 (46%) 1 

Uncertainty about the future 87 (43%) 1 

Over-regulation 67 (33%) 1 

Over-taxation I=--45 (22%) 1 

Health Care costs 44 (22%) 1 

Available financing - 37 (18%) 1 

Other, please specify 35 (17%) 1 

Lack of a trained workforce - 131 (15%) 

Workers Compensation -1 22(11%) 

' 0 

While most issuee affect companiee 
llmlla.rty, some notable exceptions 
occurb a sed upon company size. 

Available Financing is clearly a 
more substantial issue for 
companies v.1th 10 employees or 
less. 

For larger companies, lack of a 
trained 'WOifcforce continues to be a 
significant Issue. 

20 
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Available Financing: 
1-10 emp = 29% 
100+ emp = 10% 

Lack of a Trained Workforce 
1-10 emp = 11% 
1 00+ emp = 36% 
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For Additional Information, contact: 

D Santa Maria 
LCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce 
& Visitor and Convention Bureau 
614 South Broadway 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 
(805) 925-2403, ext. 817 
edc@santamaria.com 
Dave Cross, Director 

Chairman: 
Bob Hatch 
President/CEO 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce 
(805) 925-2403, ext 825 
chmbrchief@aol.com 

Visit www.santamaria.com to access the Economic 
Development Commission's website as well as visitor 
information from the Visitor and Convention Bureau and 
the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce. 
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A LEE ENTERPRISES 

NEWSPAPER 

IN OuR VIEW 

\llie truth,. 
everything 
in between 
W eb.ave ~faithful re;li:lersWbp,_ 

oesldes ·th~.dailyne~pet-baliit, 
apparently are plugged;futo theln~ 

ternet, receive lots of email, some of which 
theysharewithus. 

A few, also apparently, are given to taking 
the content of those emails as the gospel 
truth. 

The other morning we received an elec
tronic message from a reader, forwarding an 
email claiming President Obarna is responsi
bleforthewariniraq, the billions of U.S. 
dollars spent there since 2003, and for the 
deaths of more than 4,100 American troops 
in that war. 

That message conveniently ignored that 
fact that Obarna didn't take office until early 
2009 . . 

And therein lies the problem with Internet 
news- itoftenisn'tnewsatall, but some
one's personal opinion. And because just 
about anyone, withrninimilleffort, can, 
create an online blog, the distinction be
tweennews and opinion can be blurred, at a 
minimum. 

The "news" about Obarna being responsi
ble for the Iraq war carne from the crippled 
candidacy of Rep. Michelle Bachmann, who 
has trouble separating fact from fiction. 

Separating fact from fiction is among the 
reasons a Florida newspaper started Politi
Fact a few years ago, its purposes being to . 
separate truth from outright lies, and every-
thine~ in ~hu~n 'T'hP ~lllr-,;riroP h.a<! .nT'U".CCo n-..,...,.. 

Economic development efforts under way 

A 
recent survey of local busi
nesses conducted by the Santa 
Maria Economic Development 
Commission gives a key indi
cation of where our local 

economy is the weakest, and needs to be 
shored up. 

Businesses with 10 employees or less 
are the hardest hit. These smaller com
panies are struggling. Access 
to capital is a big concern. 
Most find it tough to qualify 
for loans or for bridge funding 
to allow them to grow and 
hire. 

ness for shopping local and helping out 
our local merchants who rely heavily on 
holiday sales to stay in business. 

When you buy local, you also help city 
services by providing essential sales tax 
revenue. 

The EDC's survey shows that our local 
manufu¢hlriug c~mp~ ebns!der a· 
prpp~ly ttained VIIQr.kfotceiS o!pwnary 

Home equity that once 
providedreveime and collat
eral for many a small business 
owner no longer exists in to
day,lnnarket. 4\ addition 
thesemercli'o:nts ba'Veh~ll to 
~!s:e·dman.er ~tee of n!tllil 

Dave 
cross 

colicerl), 'l.:tu~manu.fi!Ctui"ll!!f 
base in Santa Maria continues 
to show signs of improve
ment, with many firms hiring 
or preparing to hire. We are 
working with organizations 
like the Workforce Invest
ment board to provide train
ing for employees of manu
facturing companies to in
~&emp~e ri!feiltl.qn. 

foi. tbesame.lilfie, \Ve1ite 
.r'a'Wrig-awarene~s IU)d fllp~ 
~rtlrigAU!llliRlm~k Gol
l~ge •. ~~c.U~,dil:e~!ly 
with local companies and 
manufacturers to create cur-

. Fq} t:l)~'bu ' ess , tl;)e 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber 
of Commerce and its Eco
nomic Development Com-

Committee 
Inc. -

mission have been providing programs 
to coordinate access to funding and 
connecting businesses to financial 
sources. 

In addition, the EDC helps companies 
to develop their market share. A "Doing 
Business with Vandenberg Air Force 
Base" workshop slated for Nov.l5 will 
help local companies to qualify for pro
viding goods and services not just to , 
Vandenberg, but to compete with other 
federal government contracts. 

The "Thanks for Shopping Santa 
Maria" program that was instrumental in 
providing an increase in retail sales over 
the holidays last year will be repeated this 
year.l]ris campaign raises public aware-

Letters 
Suffering 
from a loss 

I am the daughter of 
David Duboise. I read the 
recent news article, and 
would like to refute the 
"measure of relief" stated 
that the families of this 
heinous crime are feeling. 

I don't feel one iota of re
lief that this man is going to 
jail or possibly even a men
tal institution. He gets three 
·square meals a day, doesn't 

._have t_? Vl'ork to earn his 

riculum that centers on their 
needs. Other resources and vocational · 
opportmiities exist, and we are working 
to provide the connection with local in
dustry. 

With the local unemployment rate over 
l3 percent, the Economic Development 
Commission is developing programs that 
will connect employers to agencies that 
provide incentives and reimbursements 
to hire additional workers. By providing 
opportunities to expand the workforce, 
local companies can move past current 
uncertainty and invest in company 
growth. 

The Manufacturers Association, which 
is organized and sponsored by the Eco
nomic Development Commission, meets 

monthly, and has created awareness of 
the region's industry. It provides a 
forum for business leaders to connect 
and discuss common problems and solu
tions. 

It has opened doors for companies to 
use other local businesses to provide 
products and services that they used to 
acquire from outside the area, and helps 
to keep business locaL 

With a number of vacant conunercial 
and industrial spaces in Santa Maria, one 
ofthe commission's objectives is to work 
more closely with conunercial brokers, 

· providing information and helping in the 
process of securing a tenant. TheEDC 
currently provides demographics, site in
formation and access to local resources 
for companies interested in expanding 
into Santa Maria. 

The EDC promotes Santa Maria and 
the Santa Maria Airport, with extensive 
marketing through site selection maga
zines and other media. This advertis
ing, combined with other forms of con
stajlt contact, keeps Santa Maria on the . 
radar screen of companies looking to ex
pand when the time is right for them to 
do so. 

The Economic Development Commis
sion receives funding from the city, the 
Santa Maria Airport District and the 
Valley Chamber of c;ornmerce, 

it is because of this unwavering and 
sustained support for economic develop
ment that the EDC can provide the ex
tensive programming that it does, and 
has contributed to Santa Maria's posi
tioning as an ideal location for future 
economic development. · 

Dave Cross is vicechainnanofCommittee 
INC, anddirectoroftheSantaMaria 
Economic Development Commission. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 

The Economic Impact of Diablo Canyon on 
Santa Maria 

Source: Local Economic Impacts of Decommissioning the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant 
Read the Full Report 

The Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant faces a number of concerns as it goes through the 
license renewal process, many of which are being examined and answered in extensive detail. 
Concerns about safety in the wake of Japan's catastrophe with its nuclear power facilities, for example, 
has resulted in comprehensive studies about how the facility could handle a similar situation. 

However, as political leanings and environmental groups weigh in with considerable input, there 
is often little recognition of the economic benefit that this facility represents. As a safe and essential 
source of continued energy, roadblocks put into place based upon emotional and political views that 
have no real factual base can severely hurt our economy and cause unwarranted energy problems. 

While Diablo Canyon has a significant economic impact throughout the entire Central Coast 
region, this report focuses on the economic benefit to Santa Maria. 
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How Diablo Canyon Benefits 
Santa Maria Businesses 

Diablo Canyon is a major purchaser of goods and services from the local economy. Those 
purchases include the procurement of parts, tools and services from a wide variety of businesses. 
Since 2006, Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant's local expenditures averaged $18.4 M per year. 

Over a four year period from 2006-2009, expenditures exceeded $73.5 M. By city, this 
includes $2,706,744.90 in Santa Maria in 2009 and $9,773,759.78 in Santa Maria over the four 
year period. 

Total local expenditures by Diablo Canyon {2009) 
In all Central Coast cities 

$17,068,486.45 
Diablo Canyon expenditures In 
Santa Marla 

$2,706,744.90 

Diablo Canyon expenditures in 
the Santa Maria from 2006 - 2009 

$9,773,759.78 
Diablo Canyon plays a pivotal role in Santa Maria's economy. Purchases by PG&E 

through Diablo Canyon supports our local small businesses. It has been a stable source of 
revenue and jobs. When combined with other top regional employers such as Vandenberg Air 
Force Base and the Chumash Casino (which employs 650 workers from Santa Maria), the total 
economic impact is large-scale. 
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Diablo Canyon Employees from Santa Maria 

Number of Employees associated with Diablo Canyon (2009) 

1578 

Number of Employees from the 
Santa Maria area 

129 

Average Salary of Employees 
from Santa Maria working at 
Diablo Canyon (2009) 

$92,867 

As these figures indicate, 
employees from Santa Maria who work at 
Diablo Canyon earn exceptional salaries. 
These are highly trained positions with 
high education requirements. 

By comparison, the average retail 
salary in Santa Barbara County in 2009 
was $29,367 and Construction was 
$49,536. 

When determining the license 
renewal for the Diablo Canyon Power 
Plant, it is essential to consider the 
economic benefit to the Central Coast 
region and how this facility helps the 
economy in Santa Maria by producing 
revenue and jobs. 

For more information on the License Renewal process 
for Diablo Canyon, visit the PG&E website HERE. 
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L CONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santa Marta Val lay Chamber of Commerce & VIsitor and Convention Bureau 
www.SQntamariaedc.com 

SPECIAL 
REPORT 

November 2011 

A LOOK AT PROJECTS UNDERWAY 
IN SANTA MARIA 

VTC ENTERPRISES 
QLS BUILDING 
Nearing completion and almost 
ready for occupancy is a new 
18,260 sq ft building at VTC 
Enterprise, located at 
2445 A Street in Santa Maria. 

141nlll Mlrta Vllltr Chamber 
of Commerce 

614 s. ElloadWay 
Santa Maria, CA. 93454 
(805) 925-2403 8JC1817 

edc@sanmmarfa.ccm 

The QLS Building will have 
12 classrooms, offices, kitcnen1s: 
conference rooms and more. 
The project also Includes the 
demolition of old buildings. 

mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://www.vtc-sm.org
http://www.santamariaedc.com


MISSION HOPE CANCER 
CENTER 

1325 E. Church Street 
Santa Mar1a, CA 

Located near Marian Hospital and nearty 
40,000 sq ft, 1his 3-story medical building will 
have state-of-the-art equipment, specialty 
treatment rooms, otnces and conference rooms. 
VIsit www.mlsslonhopecancercenter.com for 
information. 

The Santa Maria Valley Humane Society 
Is now cons1ructlng an 18,000 sq ft 
Adoption Center. The facility will have 
5 kennels and sufficient space to house 
many of Santa Maria's displaced pets 
until1hey are adopted. 

HUMANE SOCIETY 
BUILDING 

1687 Stowell Road 
Santa Maria, CA 

http://www.smvhs.org/index.php
http://www.missionhopecancercenter.com


GOLD COAST 
PACKING 

1205 W. Craig St. 
Santa Maria, CA 

, 

-
ALLAN HANCOCK COLLEGE 

.. 
• 

The groundbreaking has taken place 
at the site of a future 67,000 sq ft, 
2-story vegetable cooling and 
packing facility, located west of 
Blosser Road in Santa Maria. 

Agriculture has remained steady and is 
the #1 industry in the Santa Maria Valley. 

ONE STOP STUDENT SERVICES CENTER 

800 S. College Drive - Santa Mar1a, CA 

- - - -

.. 

3. 

http://www.hancockcollege.edu/Default.asp?Page=1258
http://www.hancockcollege.edu/


RANCHO HERMOSA-190 E. Inger Drive, Santa Maria, CA 

Almost ready for occupancy, this 83,700 sq fl project includes 47 residential 
townhouses, apartments, and 8,500 sq ft of commercial space. 

DAVID'S BRIDAl_ 

Target Center 
227 East Betteravia Road 
Santa Maria, CA 

A natfonwlde company, David's 
Bl1dalls currentfy under construction In Santa Marla at the entrance to the 
Target Shopping Center. This is one of a number of retail projects underway. 

For more information about David's Bridal, visit their website at 
www.davidsbridal.com. 

a.n .. rY1a Vtllty Chamber 
ol' Comii'IIM'C8 

614 s. Bloattway 
sama Mana, CA93454 
(806) 926-2403 8ld 817 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP! 
We assist prospedive companies, 

existing companies, and new businesses 
by providing infonnation, resources, 
contacts and programming designed 
to promote economic development 
and s1rengthen our local economy. 

CONTACT US! 

http://www.davidsbridal.com/HomeView
mailto:edc@santamaria.com
http://www.santamariaedc.com
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THE EDC REPRESENTS A SUCCESSFUL COLLABORATION BETWEEN  
the CITY OF SANTA MARIA, the SANTA MARIA AIRPORT DISTRICT 

and the 
SANTA MARIA VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 



EDC 
Commission 

Members 

CITY OF 

SANTA MARIA 

CHAMBER 

OF 

COMMERCE 

•City Manager – Rick Haydon 
 

•Community Development               
Director – Larry Appel 

•Airport Manager – 
Chris Hastert 

•EDC Chairman- Bob Hatch              
Chamber President/CEO 

•EDC Director- Dave Cross 

•Jason Diani – Diani Ward Diani, LLC 
•Cindy McKellar – Your People Professionals 
•Max Tucker – Best Western Big America 
•Rob Buchanan – Byars Thompson Buchanan Ins. 
•Brooks Wise – Mission Community Bank 
•Stephanie Robb – Allan Hancock College 
•Jim Bray – Pacific Coast Energy Company 
•Trent Benedetti – Benedetti & Associates, CPA 



How the Economic Development Commission Helps Local Small Businesses 

Provides Pre-permit 
Project Review 

Provides Basic Business 
Advice and Counselling 

MANUFACTURERS 
ISUCIIJIII 

Provides Workshops, 
Informational Programs 

and Factory Tours 
for Business Owners 

Connects Businesses 
with Appropriate City 

Departments 

J!'I.ESS --
--- .. -·-------

Provides Information, 
Demographics and other 

Important Data 

Links Businesses 
to Financial Resources 
and Funding Options 

Connects Businesses 
to Employer and Workforce 

Resources 

Works with Appropriate 
Agencies to Resolve 

Business Issues 



How the Economic Development Commission Assists Prospective Companies 

Provides outreach, 
press releases, access 
to promotional gra 
opening resource 

and continued 
support 

Assists in ~ 
overcoming 
roadblocks 

and impasseo 

Provides a t 
connection 

0 to • 
workforce and • 

employer 
resources 

Provides data, demographics 
and requested information 

0 
Meets with company or 

~ agent to review 
~A operational 

V requirements 

' Provides 
site-specific 
information 
regarding 
possible 
business 
locations 



 

 Site Location and Selection Assistance 
 

 Coordinating with City Departments, 
Commercial Brokers and Community Leaders 

 

 Access to Business and Community Resources 
 

 Responses to Requests for Demographics and 
Other Information 

 www.santamariaedc.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROSPECTING AND 
RETENTION 



SANTA MARIA  
PUBLIC AIRPORT 

 The EDC meets regularly with the Airport 
Manager to coordinate EDC efforts.  
 

 Promotes the Airport’s importance to the 
region 
 

 Builds Community Support (Support Letters) 
 

 Inclusion of the Airport in EDC promotional 
materials 

 

 



ADVERTISING 
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SANTA MARIA. CA 

Santa Maria Means Business! 

S.C. Mifials locolted on Cllfonin C«<trill cnag, tmdwily ~"'""San fi"..Um .-.1 los 
Anfll8ts. With • ,.....,.-feet diNte.anlnllbtiiliDn. ..tdaseproxi"*f tobe.:ttes. •rwf~nand 
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When it is time to grow, expand or 
relocate your company ... 

IT'S TIME TO CONSIDER 

SANTA MARIA! 

Maria, Caliiomia Means Business! 

m EtoN:J'M'7ctEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
www.santamaria.com 

614 S. Broadway 
Santa Maria , CA 93454 

Division of the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor & Convention Bureau 



ECONOMIC SURVEYS 

• Economic Surveys 
are conducted and 
published twice a 
year 

 
• Data is received by 

polling the local 
Business Community 
to answer questions 
about how well they 
are doing. 

 
 



FACTORY 
TOURS 

IMPORTANT 
TOPICS 



FACTORY  
TOURS 

Windset Farms 
 

Atlas Copco Mafi-Trench 
 

Prince Lionheart 
 

Diablo Canyon Power Plant 



TOPICS 

 Doing Business with VAFB 
 

 Small Business & Entrepreneur 
Center 
 

 SPACE X 
 

 Copyrights, Trademarks and Patents 
 

 Santa Maria Airport Update 

 



SPECIAL EVENTS 

 UCSB Economic Forecast Project: 
“Focus on Santa Maria” 
 

 Vandenberg Small Business 
Outreach Event 
 

 Green Business-Energy Efficiency 
Forum 



NEWSFLASH! NEWSLETTER 

NEWSFLASHI NEWSLETTER 

.1!7 Santa Maria 
L CONOMIC D EVELOPMENT COMMISSION wwwsantamana.com 

Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitor and Convention Bureau JULY 2012 

Expect Succ;ess: 

The SM Tire Story 
-rrqliMIIloftiiOk•lt 

HtOt•O..Se.rw.bK.Moe 
thftr&o.rcfofDirKtorlMICI 

Of11Cer$Mt-COI'Ntls.c!ofl0al 
c.ntri!Coist prdH$IOI'Iolk 
ot!'loiii'IMnlandlMrnMQl• 

BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORT 
FOR DENVER FLIGHTS 

W~h only a short window of time to work with, the Santa Maria Airport requested assistance from the 
Economic Development Commission and the Chamber of Commerce for additional support letters to help 
with a Small Community Airport Development Grant from the FAA for adding flights to Denver, Colorado. 

W~hin days, hundreds of support letters were provided to the Airport. Key commun~y members stepped up to 
help in getting as much support as possible in a l i m~ed amount of time. The Economic Development 
Commission would like to thank the businesses, organizations and individuals that responded so quickly to 
the request for support. The resu~s of the grant will be announced later this year. 

CITY OF SANTA MARIA AND SANTA MARIA PUBLIC AIRPORT RENEW 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santa Marla Valley Chamber 
of Commerce 

614 S. Broadway 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 
(805) 925-2403 ext 817 

edc@sanlamaria.com 

Both the City of Santa Maria and the Santa Maria Public Airport have 
renewed their partnership with the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and its Economic Development Commission activ~ies. 

The EDC Is the only economic development agency in Santa Barbara 
County that provides a public/private partnership for accountable 
economic development work. The EDC provides services for retention 
and prospecting, collaborates with other local agencies, organizes 
workshops and factory tours, and works behind the scenes to assist 
companies and businesses as needed. 

.. ~kforce 
(D.e so urce 

Centers 

m SamaMuria 

~EDC 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber 

of Commerce 
614 S. Broadway 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 
(805) 925-2403 ext 817 

edc@santamaria.com 

The Diablo Canyon facility 
26, sponsored by the EDC, the 
of Commerce and Pacific Gas a 
Electric, was enjoyed by a large group 
participants from the Manufacturers 
Association. 

Aside from the essential energy 
Diablo Canyon provides, the facility 
contributes significantly to Santa Maria's 

Over $2.5 million is spent annually with 
Santa Maria businesses and services. In 
addition, over 120 employees live 
Santa Maria with an average salary 
over $92,000 per year. 

Local employers provided input to Allan Hancock College and the 
Workforce Resource Center at the Manufacturers Summ~ held on July 
28th. The agencies use this essential information to develop workforce 
training programs to meet the needs of local manufacturers. 

The Workforce Resource Center is an exceptional resource for local 
companies. Visit thei rwebs~e : l<Yl!r:tt.:.!!YQdillllQ~!§ll!~~~~==J 



SANTA MARIA MEANS BUSINESS  
Interactive Magazine 



  

Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership 

Revolving Loan Fund 

Santa Barbara County Green Business Program 

UCSB North County Forecast Project 

RMDZ – Recycling Market Development Zone 

California Industry & Trade Council 

ACTIVITIES AND SPONSORSHIPS 

Allan Hancock College Small    
Business Entrepreneurship Center 



 

 City of Santa Maria 

   -9 Retrofit Projects  

   -195,250 kWh in energy           
  savings 

 Project Value:  $46,860.15   

 No Cost to the City 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
ENERGY WATCH PARTNERSHIP 



BUSINESSES HELPED BY 
THE ENERGY WATCH 
PARTNERSHIP 

 Over 140 businesses in Santa Maria 
have participated  

 Average Energy savings of $1,600 
per year per Business 

 Elks Club saved over $15,000 in 
energy costs 



Thank You 
For your 
Ongoing 
Commitment to 
Economic 
Development. 
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