
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 3, 2012 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

July 3, 2012 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Danny R. Macagni, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: PRESENTATION OF THE 2012 D.A.R.E. ESSAY 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council hear a presentation on the 2012 DAR. E. Essay, written by Daniel 
Geiger. 

BACKGROUND: 

D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) is a collaborative program in which local 
law enforcement and local schools join together to educate students by providing them 
with the information and skills they need to live drug-and-violence-free lives. 

The D.A.R.E. program was implemented in Santa Maria in 1993, and has graduated 
over 20,000 students. The fully-funded D.A.R.E. curriculum consisted of interactive, 
role-playing and cooperative learning activities, taught by one D.A.R.E.-certified officer, 
to all sixth-grade public school students at 13 schools. Because of budget reductions, 
the City lacks sufficient resources to fully fund this program; however, a scaled-down 
program is provided. 

DISCUSSION: 

On June 8, 2012, approximately 850 local sixth graders graduated the Santa Maria 
Police Department's 2012 D.A.R.E. program. The 2012 D.A.R.E. essay author, Daniel 
Geiger, is a sixth-grader from Ontiveros Elementary School. 

--~72_.)+-~~~ 
DANNY R. MACAGNI 
Chief of Police 

ATTACHMENT A- 2012 DAR. E. Essay 



Inside Out 
Daniel Geiger 

2012 

If you.bave never gone through D.A.R.E., my title is impossible to understand. I 

will explain it to you now, in high hopes that you will shield yourself from the dark 

forces of drugs, smoke, and too much alcohol. Drugs and so on destroy your body from 

the inside out Alcohol kills brain cells that will never return. Most of the substances I 

named above can even lead to Cancer. For those of you that have already taken too many 

drugs to stop, I wish you had denied the offer of them. Those whom denied the offer 

automatically I applaud you. Those who took the drug, I realize there is a tremendous 

burden on your shoulders, but someone I know has healed her wounds entirely. She is 

successful now. You can learn from her mistakes, and fix your own based on her 

experience. I think no matter how deep in sorrow you are you can receive help, if you 

want it 

Things I've learned in D.A.R.E. will help me for years to come to stay 

away from gang, drugs, tobacco, and underage drinking. I've learned many things in 

D.A.R.E, but in my opinion, how to respond to the offering of drugs is the most 

important. If someone asked you, "Hey you wauna be cool? Why don't you take some 

meth? It'll make you feel awesome. Plus, first sample's free." Would you take it and die 

an addict, or reply in a confident manor saying, ''No, thank you." and walk away. 

D.A.R.E. and the brilliant Officer Torres taught me to reply that way, and it will probably 

save my life one day. I praise Officer Torres for his time, and beads up for the future. 
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Now the person I spoke of earlier's story will now be shared. She abused 

drugs and nearly got me killed. Her boyfriend turned the light off in the house with a 

knife in his hand. It terrified me, but we survived. If you want to have children, don't nse 

drugs. It could kill the baby before it has even been born. My sister died that way. I called 

her Destiny, until I learned from D.A.R.E. that her death could've been prevented. 

I, Daniel Albert Geiger, pledge on my life, honor, and pride, that I will 

never use narcotics. I will also do all in my power to eliminate drugs off the face of the 

Earth. If we are o meet our high expectations for society, we can't have congress 

members staggering into their seats, drunk, or under the influence of narcotics. Did you 

know that there are more than 200 know poisons in one cigarette? This is another thing I 

learned from D.A.R.E. I don't want future generations to grow up in a world that will 

have them killed before they can even go to schooL Do you? If adults protect children, 

those children will grow to protect more children, and so on. I was wounded with a 

wound that will never heal. I don't want to condemn others to my fate. I beg of you, help 

to destroy drugs. Again I praise Officer Torres and D.A.R.E. for helping me see the light. 

Thank you for your generous time and consideration. 


