
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 3, 2012 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

July 3, 2012 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING JULY AS "RECREATION AND 
PARKS MONTH" 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council recognize July as "Recreation and Parks Month," and encourage 
the Santa Maria community and surrounding areas to enjoy and participate in the 
benefits of public and private parks, recreation programs, services, and facilities. 

BACKGROUND: 

Since 1985, America has celebrated July as the nation's official Recreation and Parks 
Month, focusing on the variety of recreational and leisure services. These services are 
essential to create and sustain a vibrant and cohesive community. Parks and 
Recreation programs and services are more critical than ever. As we reflect upon the 
most devastating recession in the history of our country, more and more families are 
turning to their local Recreation and Parks Departments for affordable options to sustain 
their physical and mental health, social needs, life skills, and for outdoor venues to 
connect with nature. Community special events serve as free mini-vacations for 
families who lack the funds to travel. Affordable Day Camp programs provide an 
alternative to typically higher cost private day care centers. Youth and adult sports 
leagues provide outlets to maintain health and wellness while extending an outlet for 
stress. Community parks and green landscape areas improve neighborhood social ties 
and augment land values. 

Recreation and Parks Departments are sometimes considered somewhat high-cost 
agencies in cities because operational costs may occasionally exceed revenues. 
However, economic impact studies that measure the monetary returns residents receive 
on recreation investments prove differently. In fact, approximately one-third of the 
public believes that too little is spent on parks and recreation services according to the 
National Recreation and Parks Association Synopsis of 2010 Research Papers- The 
Key Benefits. The study also notes that investments in the national, state, and local 
recreation entities can save money in the long-run, providing cost-effective ways to 
decrease long-term health expenditures in low-income communities through physical 
activities. Community leaders and business professionals depend on Recreation and 
Parks entities to provide a positive economic impact to their communities by promoting 
tourism through attractions such as special events, sports tournaments, and other 
activities that result in hotel stays, restaurant dining, and retail purchases. Attachment 
"A" outlines the fiscal impacts one national softball tournament can have on a 



community, according to the National Recreation and Parks Association's study 
Measuring the Economic Impact of Park and Recreation SeNices. The economic 
impact totaled over $1.1 million. 

DISCUSSION: 

In 2011, some 446,880 residents paid for and participated in programs and services 
provided by the Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department. Another estimated 
45,000 attended free or grant subsidized programs such as Concerts in the Park, Autumn 
Arts Grapes and Grains Festival, the After School Education & Safety Program in 
conjunction with the Santa Maria Bonita School District swim days, youth center events 
and activities, and the Newlove After-School Program. Up to 252,000 visited or attended a 
private function at a recreation community center or enjoyed one of Santa Maria's 26 City 
parks. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
Recreation and parks services and programs provide economically strained families 
with affordable options for exercise, entertainment, learning and education, relaxation, 
and health benefits. Economic impact studies associated with these services 
demonstrate tangible results regarding returns on community investments in recreation 
and parks agencies. Recreation and parks services reduce the cost of incidences 
associated with juvenile delinquency, as well as assist in reducing energy consumption 
while individuals enjoy outdoor recreational and leisure activities. 

Impacts to the Community: 
A recreation and park service promotes social bonds in communities that unite 
families, bui c ur di E~rsity through leisure interactions, support individuals with 
disabilitie , and e ha ce · es of youth and seniors. 

AL 
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Attachment "A": Comparison of Financial and Economic Returns 



A Comparison of the Financial and Economic Returns to a City from an Amateur 
Softball Association Girls 18 & Under Class A National Softball Championship 
Tournament. 

Context 
1,810 players on 133 teams participated in the tournament All were from out·of·town. Because it was an elimination tournament, 

the length of time the teams stayed in the community vaned from 4 to 7 nights. 697 players' parents were interv~ewed. 

Finandal Data $ 
Income: Entry fees $300 X m 39,900 
Gate Admission fees 74,843 
Concessions/Souvenirs% of gross 32,395 
Hotel rebate 4,650 
Social fee 5,683 
Programs 1,440 
Total 158,911 

Tournament costs and ~aff time 197,258 
Net loss (38,347) 

Eronomic Data 
Total expenditures in the local area by the 1,810 
players and their family/friends 2,039,000 

Eronomic impact on sales 3,731,000 

Economic impact on income 1,162,000 

Return on Investment 
For each dollar invested, residents' income increased by $30.30 (1,162,000 /38,347). 
Facility cost $12 million; payback period to residents is approximately 10 tournaments of this size. 

ATTACHMENT "A" 



Santa Maria 

City of Santa Maria twftw" 

;'iiTI! Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
lrJ/ h'REAS, recreation and parks' programs and facilities are an integral part of 

communities throughout this country, including the City of Santa Maria; and 

WHHRr-'AS, recreational activities and park sites are vitally important to establishing 
and maintaining the quality of life, ensuring the health of citizens, and contribute to the 
economic and environmental well-being of Santa Maria; and 

l'<HEREAS, recreation and parks' programs build healthy, active communities that 
aid in the prevention of chronic disease; and 

ll'HEREAS, recreational services offered to persons with mental and physical 
disabilities improve opportunities for socialization and physical activity; and 

WIIEREAS, recreation and parks' programs enhance a community's economic 
prosperity through greater property values, expansion of the local tax base, increased 
tourism, the attraction and retention of businesses, and crime reduction; 

SOlr; THEREFORE, I, LARRl. TA l"AG!\TVO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria 
hereby proclaim the month of July, 2012 as 

"RECREATION AND PARKS MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and urge all residents to recognize the social, physical, 
mental, economic, environmental, and community benefits derived from our various 
programs. 

LV IFIT,VESS lrHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of 
the City of Santa Maria to be afftxed hereto this 3'd day of July, 2012. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


