
July 3, 2012 

TO: 

FROM: 

City Council 

City Manger 

FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 3, 2012 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

Prepared by: Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS' ASSESSMENT- PUBLIC 
HEARING 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council approve four resolutions confirming the assessment rates for the 
four Landscape Maintenance Districts and the 21 associated Special Benefit Zones 
(SBZs) for Fiscal Year 2012-13. 

BACKGROUND: 

This item will confirm the assessment rates for the City's four Landscape Maintenance 
Districts and 21 SBZs that was presented to the public and City Council at the May 1, 
2012 City Council meeting. The assessments meet the terms and procedures under 
the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 ("Act") and Proposition 218. It is the City's 
policy that any new residential or commercial development that occurs within the City of 
Santa Maria is conditioned to be annexed into a Landscape Maintenance District and 
depending upon the amount of proposed public easement landscaping, an SBZ. The 
California Streets and Highway Code authorizes municipalities with the responsibility of 
providing the perpetual maintenance of additional public improvements associated with 
the development of each project. These public improvements include retention basins, 
parks, sidewalks, graffiti abatement, pest abatement, street trees, and all public 
thoroughfare landscaping. 

For 2012-13, it is expected that 8,280 residential and 538 commercial properties will be 
assessed as either a part of a Master Landscape District and one of the 21 SBZs. The 
Engineer's Report, initially presented and approved by the City Council on May 1, 2012, 
details the 2.1 percent increase to current assessment levels based on the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) increase, service areas, maximum and actual assessment levels, and 
is set for tonight's public hearing. Maps showing the boundaries for each of the Districts 
and SBZs are also contained in the Engineer's Report that is on file in the Records/ City 
Clerk's Office. 

The four resolutions contained in this report confirm the landscape assessments 
presented to the City Council on May 1, 2012, and authorize that these assessment 
amounts be placed on the 2012-13 County Property Tax rolls. By doing so, this 
ensures that City staff can process the new assessments and submit them to County 
Assessors' Office, by the Friday August 10, 2012 deadline. 



DISCUSSION: 

Tonight's public hearing on the proposed assessment increases meet the statutory 
requirements of State law, and the most recent case law which requires that the City 
Council conduct an annual public hearing on the subject of Landscape Maintenance 
District Assessments. Since 2004, the annual assessments have been increased by 
the CPl. The City Council has an adopted formula which limits increases in 
assessments to the CPI not to exceed three percent annually, using the Urban Los 
Angeles-Riverside-Orange County Areas for a 12-month period of January 2011 to 
January 2012. 

The increase to all assessments is intended to provide adequate funding for District 
operations over the next fiscal year and is consistent with past Council action. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
The four (4) Landscape Maintenance Districts and 21 Special Benefit Zone 
assessments will generate $2,622,552 in revenue to fund direct maintenance services 
and District operations based on the adopted Engineer's report. The City's General 
Fund provides a financial contribution, known as the "City's General Benefit," in the 
amount of $646,661. This contribution is made on behalf of the 21,160 commercial and 
residential properties not assessed by a Landscape Maintenance District, as they 
existed prior to the establishment of the Maintenance Districts. 

Impact to the Community: 
These assessments will continue to provide a positive indication of the quality of life in 
Santa Maria by providing aesthetically pleasing landscaping throughout Santa Maria in 
perpetuity. 
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