
City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
\17/FRF:IS, Alzheimer's is a disease that attacks the brain and is the most common form of 

dementia; and 

HHhRI:AS, Alzheimer's cause's problems with memory, thinking and behavior. Symptoms 
usually develop slowly and get worse over time, becoming severe enough to interfere with daily tasks; 
and 

U 1 IL'RLAS, Alzheimer's is not a normal part of aging, although the greatest known risk factor 
is increasing age, and the majority of people with Alzheimer's are 65 and older. Alzheimer's is not just a 
disease of old age. Up to five percent of people with the disease have early onset Alzheimer's, which 
often appears when someone is in their 40s or 50s. There are currently more than 600,000 people in 
California living with Alzheimer's disease and more than 5.4 million nationwide; and 

WH hREAS, more than 5.4 million Americans currently are afflicted with the horrible disease, 
and the number of patients is likely to triple to more than 15 million by the middle of the century; and 

\rl!EREA5; with early detection and diagnosis, individuals and families can gain access to 
treatments, enroll in critical clinical research trials, and have the opportunity to play a more active role 
in their own treatment and receive help; and 

H'HEREAS, September is World Alzheimer's Month, a time to shine a spotlight on the many 
families dealing with this cruel disease, and is also the time to look forward to the hope of a cure. 

NOir; THEREFOR!:; I, IA/llll' L11AGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby 
proclaim September 21, 2012 as, 

"Al1HETMER'S ACTION DA l ,, 

in the City of Santa Maria and recognize the individuals, families, friends and caregivers dealing 
with the devastating effects of Alzheimer's disease, and the educational programs and support services 
provided by The Alzheimer's Association California Central Coast Chapter. 

IN 11"/T,'\'L'SS WHJ:RIXJI'; I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 18'• day of September, 2012. 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 


