
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2012 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

September 18, 2012 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING OCTOBER AS "ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES MONTH" 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council recognize the month of October as "Arts and Humanities Month" 
by encouraging Santa Maria residents to actively participate and reflect on the 
importance of arts and humanities as a part of our local and national culture. 

BACKGROUND: 

National "Arts and Humanities Month" is an annual observance, created to provide a 
common venue for communities to bond over art and culture. Research shows us that 
those involved in learning and participating in the arts contribute to building proud and 
self-sufficient communities. In addition to these social benefits, children develop strong 
critical thinking skills and improved focus when exposed to the arts and humanities. 

DISCUSSION: 

Celebrating October as "Arts and Humanities Month" provides an opportunity to honor 
art and culture through attending a local concert or play, taking a painting class, crafting, 
or even dancing with your kids. There are a variety of ways to express your 
appreciation for arts and humanities this month as special events are offered across the 
country and in your local community. The City of Santa Maria's "29th Annual Autumn 
Arts, Grapes and Grains Festival" exemplifies this celebration by offering an arts and 
crafts street fair for participants of all ages. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
There are no immediate fiscal impacts to the City of Santa Maria by proclaiming 
October as "Arts and Humanities Month." 

Impact to the Community: 
Increasing pu ic knowledge about our community's art organizations, galleries, and 
events, w~ ro ting participation in the arts and humanities, enhances the lifestyles 
of our C9fllrt;1U ity whole. 
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Director of Recreation and Parks 
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n:'JfERJo"A,~~ for over two decades the month of October has been recognized as 

"National Arts and Humanities Month" by the White House, Congress, and thousands of 
arts and cultural organizations throughout the country; and 

\FHEREAS, Santa Maria can be proud of its world class performing and visual 
artists and arts organizations for the enriching opportunities they create and share; and 

V<CHERh"AS, the recent Americans for the Arts Economic Impact study shows that 
Santa Barbara County arts organizations generated over $135 million; and 

WHEREAS, art will be the focus of the October lO'h Chamber of Commerce 
Luncheon- Salute to the Arts - which will showcase and shed light on just some of the many 
talented artists who call Santa Maria horne; and 

\f'HEREAS, the Santa Maria Public Library will again host the National Arts 
Project in Shepard Hall as part of National Arts and Humanities Month; and 

\rHh'RhAS, the Annual Autumn Arts, Grapes and Grains Festival on October 6'" 
promises a wealth of diverse arts and crafts and fine art exhibits; and 

\FHh'REAS, the arts are a vital fabric of the community with the ability to bring 
people together, provide a historical footing, and explore inter-relationships; and 

\l'HEREAS, art in education supports the development of problem solving and 
sparking creativity, which leads to innovation, boosting self-confidence, and tolerance; 

NO\¥'; 1HEREFORE, I, LARRl. TA l'AGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria, 
hereby proclaim the month of October 2012 as 

"ARTS AND HUMANITIES MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and call upon all residents to celebrate, promote, and 
participate in the arts through the numerous avenues available within our community. 

TN WITNESS WHEREOF; I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal 
of the City of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 18'h day of September 2012. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


