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COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

September 18,2012 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Administrative Services 

SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE BLOCK GRANTS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION FOR OPTIONS TO ALLOCATE 
FUTURE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
FUNDS TO YOUTH SERVICES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the Block Grants Advisory 
Committee's (BGAC) recommendation for options to allocate future Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to youth services. 

BACKGROUND: 

On June 19, 2012, the City Council, as part of the public hearing for the City's 2012-14 
Budget, discussed allocating CDBG funding to youth organizations. At that meeting, the 
Mayor suggested that staff and the Block Grants Advisory Committee (BGAC) 
recommend some options for the Council to consider. There was a consensus of the 
Council to submit this matter to the BGAC for their guidance and to provide a 
recommendation to the Council at a later time. Part of the direction from the Council to 
staff and the BGAC was to address what constitutes a youth program. 

DISCUSSION: 

Following the June 19th Council Meeting, BGAC Chair Robert Dickerson proposed a 
plan to form an Ad Hoc Rules Subcommittee made up of four committee members that 
included himself, Karen Cordary, Sandra Bierdzinski, and Bob Doyle. The 
Subcommittee developed and proposed four recommendations to fulfill the request of 
the City Council, which were approved by the full committee on August 13, 2012. The 
following constitutes the BGAC's recommendation to the City Council: 

1) That the second bullet point of Priority 2 of the current Community Development 
Block Grant/HOME priorities to "prevent juvenile delinquency and divert at-risk 
youth from gang involvement, crime, substance abuse, family violence, school 
problems, and out-of-control behavior" be moved as a bullet point under Priority 1 
(Attachment A); 

2) That the title for Priority 1 of the Community Development Block Grant/HOME 
priorities for future Fiscal Year 2013-14 funding be changed to "Prevent 



homelessness and address critical emergency, at-risk youth and special needs" 
to reflect the amended focus (Attachment A); 

3) That the designation of youth be considered all those under the age of 18 years; 
and 

4) That, recognizing the benefits inherent to having a broad spectrum of service 
providers operating within the community, the City Council restrict the amount of 
CDBG public service funds allotted to any single organization, its subsidiaries 
and/or funds flowing from a partner recipient to no more than 10 percent of the 
calculated funds available under the public service category. 

"Partner recipient" is defined as any organization that will receive CDBG funds 
and plans on paying a portion of those funds to another entity that will receive 
CDBG public service funds in the same fiscal year through the grant application 
process. Organizations applying for public service funds that will share those 
funds with a subsidiary or partner recipient must indicate as a specific line item in 
their budget any funds totaling $1,000.00 or more that they plan on paying out to 
such subsidiary and/or partner recipients. These funds will be considered as part 
of the overall 10 percent allotment of funds to any single organization. 

Chair Dickerson also proposed and the BGAC approved a fifth element to the 
recommendation to exclude the Foodbank of Santa Barbara County organization from 
the guidelines and limitations outlined in recommendation #4. Staff has defined this 
exclusion to apply to the Foodbank agency because this particular agency does not 
provide direct assistance to individuals but rather provides food to nearly 70 non-profit 
member agencies. The Foodbank agency does not partner or contract with any other 
agency to provide services to individuals. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
The proposed action will allow for some youth-serving agencies to be moved up to a 
priority one category where they can compete with other priority one agencies. While 
additional monies will not be needed, more funding may be allocated for youth services 
under the restructuring of the priorities. 

Impact to the Community: 
The proposed action will provide more specific direction and priority as to the allocation 
and distribution of CDBG funds as it pertains to youth services. 

~~~ 
CELESTE COELHO-HUDSON 
Community Programs Manager 

RENE VISE 
Director of Administrative Services 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A- CDBG/HOME Priorities for Future Fiscal Year 2013-14 



CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT/HOME PROGRAMS 
PRIORITIES FOR FUTURE FISCAL YEAR 2013-14 FUNDING 

1. Prevent homelessness and address critical emergency, at-risk youth and special 
needs 

, Assist persons, particularly working families living in poverty, in need of food, 
shelter, clothing, health care or safety on an emergency basis. The safety 
provision is defined as an immediate threat to an individual's physical well being. 

;.... Address the housing, health care and service needs of the elderly, frail elderly, 
persons with mental, physical, and developmental disabilities, and persons with 
AIDS. 

2. Expand educational and youth development opportunities 

, Support and develop social services and facilities and provide opportunities for 
youth development that will provide positive experiences needed by youth to 
achieve success as adult members of society. 

;.... Prevent juvenile delinquency and divert at-risk youth from gang involvement, 
---~ crime, substance abuse, family violence, school problems, and out-of-control 

behavior. 

, Encourage programs to improve the academic performance and educational 
outcomes for youngsters aged preschool through post K-12. 

,. Support and encourage programs to provide literacy training and encourage life
long learning for adults. 

3. Provide affordable housing 

,. Develop and support programs to increase the supply of affordable housing for low 
and moderate income households, particularly working families living in poverty, 
maintain and upgrade existing low and moderate income neighborhoods, preserve 
the affordable housing stock, and provide rental assistance to alleviate rental cost 
burden experienced by low-income families and individuals. 

4. Expand economic opportunities 

;.... Encourage and expand economic opportunities in the community by assisting 
commercial or industrial businesses in creating or retaining jobs and assisting 
agencies that provide job training programs. 

ATTACHMENT A 


