
,FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2013 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

October 1, 2013 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Chief Deputy City Clerk 

SUBJECT: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Mayor proclaim the month of October 2013 as "Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month" in the City of Santa Maria, and urge all residents to become aware of the 
tragedy of domestic violence, supporting those who are working toward its end, and 
participating in community efforts. 

BACKGROUND: 

According to estimates from the National Crime Victimization Survey, there were nearly 
1.4 million nonfatal violent victimizations committed by intimate partners in this country 
in 2011. Domestic violence is an epidemic affecting individuals from every community, 
regardless of age, gender, economic status, race, religion, nationality, or educational 
background; and results in physical injury, psychological trauma, and sometimes death. 
A coalition of organizations has emerged to directly confront this crisis, and are helping 
in the effort to end domestic violence and increase public awareness. 



City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, home should be a place of warmth, unconditional love, tranquility, and 

security, and for most of us, home and family can indeed be counted among our greatest 
blessings. Tragically, for many Americans, these are blessings that are tarnished by violence 
and fear; and 

WHEREAS, according to estimates from the National Crime Victimization Survey in 
2011, there are nearly more than 1.4 million nonfatal violent victimizations committed by 
current or former spouses and intimate partners, in this country; and 

WHEREAS, domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical assault, battery, 
sexual assault, and/ or other abusive behavior perpetrated by an intimate partner against 
another. It is an epidemic affecting individuals in every community, regardless of age, 
gender, economic status, race, religion, nationality or educational background. 
Domestic violence results in physical injury, psychological trauma, and sometimes death. 
The consequences of domestic violence can cross generations and truly last a lifetime; and 

WHEREAS, a coalition of organizations has emerged to directly confront this crisis. 
Law enforcement officials, those involved with shelters and hotline services, health care 
providers, clergy, and other concerned citizens are helping in the effort to end domestic 
violence. We must recognize the compassion and dedication of these volunteers and 
professionals, and applaud their efforts, and increase public understanding of this important 
problem. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ALICE M. PATINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby 
proclaim the month of October as 

"DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and urge all residents to observe this month by becoming 
aware of the tragedy of domestic violence, supporting those who are working toward its end, 
and participating in community efforts. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of 
the City of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 15

T day of October, 2013. 

Alice M. Patino, Mayor 


