
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2013 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

October 1, 2013 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Rick Haydon, City Manager 
Prepared by: Ralph Martin, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: OFFICE OF TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT SC14391 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the appropriation of $127,950 to be 
allocated to the Santa Maria Police Department under the provisions of the Office of 
Traffic Safety (O.T.S.) Sobriety Checkpoint Program for 2013-14, Grant SC14391, in 
concert with the terms and conditions contained therein. 

BACKGROUND: 

In January 2013, the Police Department submitted a competitive grant application to 
continue the previously implemented Sobriety Checkpoint Grant Program. Funding 
under this grant includes overtime, fringe benefits, and checkpoint supplies. The main 
goal of the program will be to conduct Driving Under the Influence/Drivers License 
(D.U.I.ID.L.) checkpoints within the City of Santa Maria. 

Officers will concentrate on identifying and investigating impaired drivers as well as 
educate the public on the hazards of impaired driving. These strategies are designed to 
earn media attention thus enhancing the overall deterrent effect. 

In 2010, according to the California Office of Traffic Safety, the City of Santa Maria 
ranked sixth out of 103 cities for alcohol involved collisions. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Police Department is ending a one-year O.T.S. Grant (SC13391) that was awarded 
in October 2012. This grant paid for overtime and fringe benefits for D.U.I/D.L. 
checkpoints. This grant has allowed the Police Department to conduct enforcement that 
could not have been fiscally affordable without the grant. 

The new O.T.S. Grant will allow the Police Department to continue to conduct Driving 
Under the Influence/Drivers License (D.U.I./D.L.) checkpoints within the City of Santa 
Maria. This grant period is October 1, 2013- September 30, 2014. 



Fiscal Considerations 
Grant funding is for overtime, fringe benefits, and checkpoint supplies. There are no 
matching funds required. The Police Department has received several previous O.T.S. 
grant awards. Since 2009, the Department has received nine O.T.S. D.U.I./Sobriety 
Check Point grants totaling over $1.7 million. 

Impact to the Community 
In 2008, the California Office of Traffic Safety ranked the City of Santa Maria number 
three in total number of fatal and injury traffic collisions, number two in alcohol involved 
traffic collisions, number two in alcohol involved traffic collisions where the drivers were 
between the ages of 21-34, and number one in hit and run traffic collisions. To 
determine these statistics, the Office of Traffic Safety compared the City of Santa Maria 
to 106 other cities of similar size within the state of California. In 2010, the City of Santa 
Maria dropped to number 16 in total number of fatal and injury traffic collisions, number 
six in alcohol involved injury traffic collisions, number 22 in alcohol involved collisions 
where the drivers were between the ages of 21-34, and number two in hit and run traffic 
collisions. 

Based on current statistics, the City has seen some improvement since the 
implementation of the DUI Enforcement and Awareness program. However, our City 
continues to rank in the top six percent in alcohol involved traffic collisions and in the top 
two percent in hit and run traffic collisions based on 2010 California Office of Traffic 
Safety statistics. 

With this funding, utilizing an extensive progressive approach, enforcement directed at 
making Santa Maria a safer community will have a positive impact on our community. 
This grant will provide funding for traffic officers to continue in their educational and 
enforcement efforts to combat the traffic issues within our City. 

~~ 
RALPH MARTIN 
Chief of Police 


