
  

City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, with increasing demands on our personal and professional time in today’s busy 

society, learning to juggle multiple tasks at once is something we all face daily.  As a result, a new traffic 
safety epidemic has emerged on America’s roadways that demands immediate attention: distracted 
driving; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) defines “distracted 
driving” as any non-driving activity a person engages in while operating a motor vehicle, such distractions 
endanger drivers, passengers, and bystanders safety; and 
 

WHEREAS, approximately 30 percent of all crashes each year are caused by drivers using their 
handheld or hands-free cell phones and texting while driving. This is much greater than the number of 
crashes caused by any other distraction; and 
 

WHEREAS, this year in the United States, it is estimated, that 421,000 crashes have occurred 
involving drivers using cell phones and texting; and 
 

WHEREAS, at any given daylight moment, approximately 660,000 drivers are using cell phones or 
manipulating electronic devices while driving; and 
 

WHEREAS, text messaging is of heightened concern because it combines three types of 
distraction – visual, manual and cognitive, in other words, texting involves taking your eyes off the road, 
your hands off the wheel, and your mind off the task of driving; and 
 

WHEREAS, death and injury caused by distracted driving is 100% preventable. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ALICE M. PATINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
April 2014 as, 
 

“DISTRACTED DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH” 
 

in the City of Santa Maria and encourage all drivers to commit to not using their cell phones while 
driving and to examine our driving habits and promise to protect each other on the road through 
distraction-free driving behavior. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 15th day of April, 2014. 
 
 
 
 _________________________________________  
         Mayor Alice M. Patino 
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