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From: Kathleen Wilson
To: Rhonda Garietz; Beth Cleary
Cc: Toni Lane
Subject: FW: ICE facility
Date: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 8:12:48 AM


-----Original Message-----
From: Susan Perry [mailto:sper2324@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2014 9:58 PM
To: Jack Boysen; Willie Green; Alice Patino; Bob Orach; Terri Zuniga
Cc: Web-Community Development
Subject: ICE facility


I am opposed to the relocation of the (ICE) Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility that currently
is located on the grounds of Lompoc Penetentiary to the location at McCoy and Depot.


When I moved to Santa Maria ten years ago, I was encouraged to find a place that had a city
government that actually listened to the words of its people.  Today I am saddened because in my
opinion I see that is a thing of the past.


I am saddened by the actions of the Planning Commission because the proposed facility is directly
across two streets, one to the south and one on the east, from two residential areas.  I am greatly
saddened by the actions of the Planning Commission because these residential areas were not, in the
interest of public fairness, apprised of the proposed facility.  The law only requires notification of a
hearing to residents 300 feet away.  There are no houses 300 feet away.  I was told that the Planning
Commission notified residents up to 1000 feet away.  After extensive investigation, I discovered two
upsetting facts.  First, 1000 feet only entailed a few of the residences therefore, leaving most of the
residences involved without notification.  Second, I found a copy of the notification and it omits
pertinent information; thus, giving an ambiguous and easily misinterpreted concept.  The notification
showed an aerial picture of the proposed "ICE FACILITY and TWO MEDICAL BUILDINGS".  Few if any
who received this notification had an idea what ICE stands for.  No where did the words immigration or
enforcement appear.  Those receiving notification had no reason to be alarmed and did not feel it was
necessary to go to the hearing as medical buildings are a plus for the neighborhood and making ice is a
harmless operation that will help the farmers transport their produce efficiently.  Consequently, the
hearing of December 18, 2013, had no person in attendance voicing an objection to the project.


I am deeply saddened because, in my opinion, the City Council put little credence in the wishes of the
public.  Once the word spread about the ICE facility coming to Santa Maria, people became alarmed for
several different reasons.  On January 21, 2014, the City Council met to vote on rezoning in order for
the ICE facility to move forward.  There were hundreds in attendance.  I read somewhere it was the
greatest number attending a Council meeting ever.  The Council listened to many speakers who voiced
concerns but ultimately they voted 3-2 to rezone.  I am so disappointed because due to such a huge
public outcry, the Council should have sent the proposal back to the Planning Commission for further
study.  Instead, they voted and passed the rezoning.


I am saddened by the actions of the City Council and Planning Commission because to me passing this
relocation is unconscionable.  You do not need to be a rocket scientist to see how inappropriate it is to
take a facility which is currently located on the grounds of a penetentiary and plunk it down in the
middle of a residential area.  THAT IS WRONG no matter how you try to justify it.


Obviously, I am saddened by the actions of the City Council and Planning Commission because of the
increased danger in my neighborhood with convicted felons across the street, albeit even for one hour. 
All we need is one felon to escape and we can pretty much guess where he will go.


Obviously, I am disappointed in the City Council and Planning Commission because I fear for our safety
knowing that some felons will be released back into their respective communities.  If a felon is released
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back into Santa Maria, I do not know exactly how or where that will take place.....at the ICE facility
would be my guess.....which is across the street from my neighborhood.  Will they be on foot?  Will
their gang members or drug cartels come and pick them up?


Finally, I am saddened by the actions of the Planning Commission and City Council because this facility
will impact my already weakened property values.  Disclosures of all kinds are made when a person sells
his or her property.  The ICE facility will need to be disclosed as it is across the street from my
property.  Interesting that a hearing is required to notify people only 300 feet away but real estate
disclosures entail issues many miles away.  They should be the same. 


The Planning Commission and City Council have acted in accordance with the law, i.e. notification of a
hearing within 300 feet, three legal notices in the paper (we never saw them in our daily newspaper-
reading ritual), crossing all their T's and dotting all their I's.  Sadly, they did not act in a manner that
addresses the huge outcry of the community.  Nor did they look at the project and try to CLEARLY
notify ALL people impacted because of living in close proximity as to what the project entails.  Following
the law is one thing, but following your conscience is another.  Business as usual?  Hope not.


Sincerely,
Susan Perry
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