
MEASURE U2012 CITIZENS’ OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES – FIRST REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 27, 2014 
 

City Hall Council Chambers 
110 E. Cook Street 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 City Manager Haydon led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Haydon called the first Regular Meeting of the Measure U2012 Citizens' Oversight Committee of 
the City of Santa Maria to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Committee Members Trent Benedetti, Kristine Mollenkopf, Jack Owen, Jr., John Peters, Alesia Yglesias 
were present.  
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT 
City Manager Haydon, City Attorney Trujillo, Deputy City Manager Barnhard, Deputy City Manager 
Lara, City Librarian Housel, Chief of Police Martin, Fire Chief Orr, Director of Recreation and Parks 
Posada, Director of Utilities Sweet, Director of Administrative Services Visé, Management Analyst II 
Ladue, and Recording Secretary Garietz. 
 

3. SELF-INTRODUCTIONS 
 Committee Members and staff introduced themselves and gave an overview of their experience. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no requests to speak. 
 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

5.  Role and Function of the Measure U2012 Citizens’ Oversight Committee.   
 

City Manager Haydon gave the report as detailed in the written Oversight Committee Agenda Report.  
He reviewed the Oversight Committee Guidelines adopted by the City Council on September 4, 2012.  
He indicated that the Oversight Committee’s function was advisory-only to the City Council as it 
pertains to ensuring oversight of the revenue generated by and expenses made in relation to Measure 
U2012.  The Oversight Committee was not charged with decision-making responsibilities on spending 
priorities, funding decisions or financing plans.  The Oversight Committee duties were to review the 
annual independent financial audit on Measure U2012 generated revenue and expenses during the 
previous fiscal year, and any other relevant financial reports to advise the City Council of its findings.  
Oversight Committee members are expected to attend all meetings.   
 
Public Input 
There were no requests to speak from the public. 
 
Board Discussion 
There was no Board discussion. 

 
ACTION: The Measure U2012 Citizens' Oversight Committee received and filed the report. 
 

http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/5-AgdRpt_Role&Function.pdf
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6. Overview of Measure U2012. 

 
City Manager Haydon gave a PowerPoint presentation providing an overview Measure U2012 Citizens' 
Oversight Committee.  He reported on the Essential City Services Ballot Measure approved by the 
voters at a special election on the June 5, 2012, of a one-quarter (¼)-cent general purpose transactions 
and use (sales) tax.  The intent of the new tax was to help offset State budget cuts and to maintain and 
restore essential City services, such as neighborhood police patrols/firefighter staffing; at-risk youth 
programs and gang/drug suppression and enforcement; improving 9-1-1 emergency medical response 
times; preventing floods through levee repair; and maintain other vital City services.  The City Council 
established guidelines and created the Measure U2012 Citizens' Oversight Committee and an 
expenditure plan for tax proceeds.   
 
Measure U in 2012-13 had the following expenditure plan.  It covered the costs associated with Fire 
Station #5 (Northeast Side of the City), seven Police Officer vacancies, five Police Sergeant positions, 
funded a Battalion Fire Chief, a new Crime Analyst position, a Dispatcher, Senior Park Services Officer, 
a Code Compliance Officer, and various limited service positions supporting the library, emergency 
preparedness, the Police Activities League (PAL) Program, and graffiti abatement.  It also allowed 
money to be set aside for new police vehicles and self-contained breathing apparatus.  Funding 
continues into 2013-14 carrying over staff positions and adding funding for the levee repair and audit 
services.  Measure U is set to sunset on December 31, 2021.   
 
Next steps will be to appoint a committee Chair and Vice Chairperson, listen to a financial review by 
Director of Administrative Services, and decide on the date and time of the next Measure U meeting.   
 
Public Input 
There were no requests to speak from the public. 
  
Board Discussion 
There was no Board discussion. 
 

ACTION: No action required.  For informational purposes only. 
 

7. Election of Committee Officers – Chairperson and Vice Chairperson. 
 

Deputy City Manager Barnhard gave the report as detailed in the written Oversight Committee Agenda 
Report.   
 
Public Input 
There were no requests to speak from the public. 
  
Board Discussion 
There was no Board discussion. 
 

ACTION: Committee Member Benedetti was nominated as Chairperson of the Measure U2012 
Citizens' Oversight Committee on motion by Committee Member Peters, seconded by 
Committee Member Mollenkopf. 

 
VOTE: 5-0 Ayes:  Committee Members Benedetti, Mollenkopf, Owen, Peters, Yglesias.  Noes:  

None; Abstained:  None; Absent:  None. 
 

http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/6-AgdRpt_OverviewMeasureU.pdf
http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/6-AgdRpt_OverviewMeasureU.pdf
http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/7-AgdRpt_Appt_Chair-ViceChair.pdf
http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/7-AgdRpt_Appt_Chair-ViceChair.pdf
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ACTION: Committee Member Mollenkopf was nominated as Vice Chairperson of the Measure 

U2012 Citizens' Oversight Committee on motion by Chair Benedetti, seconded by 
Committee Member Peters. 

 
VOTE: 5-0 Ayes:  Committee Members Mollenkopf, Owen, Peters, Yglesias, and Chair Benedetti.  

Noes:  None; Abstained:  None; Absent:  None. 
 

Chairperson Benedetti presided over the remainder of the meeting. 
 

8. Measure U Audited Financial Statements. 
 

Director of Administrative Services Visé gave a presentation as detailed in the written Committee 
Agenda Report.  In reviewing the financial statements from the auditors, he highlighted the opinion of 
the auditors referencing a fair presentation of the financial position of the Measure U2012 Fund in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Mr. Visé also pointed out the fund was set 
up as an individual account so expenditures and revenue would always be specific to Measure U2012 
and not be confused with the General Fund.  Actual revenue from Measure U2012 for the Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2013 was $2,615,358 and expenditures were $1,595,789 leaving a fund balance of 
$1,020,446.  
 
Public Input 
There were no requests to speak from the public. 
  
Board Discussion 
Committee Member Peters asked where the $14,017 variance came from with regard to the Fire 
Department.  City Manager Haydon explained over-expenditures were related to fleet services.    The 
cost had been projected at less than actual.   
 
Chair Benedetti asked if the reports to City Council that include un-audited revenues could be included 
with the information the Measure U2012 Committee receives.  Mr. Visé responded that the information 
is provided to Council on a quarterly basis.  City Manager Haydon responded the City Council 
guidelines for the Measure U2012 Oversight Board are to review the revenues and expenses for the 
prior fiscal year; however, information could be provided to the Committee as well. 
 
Committee Member Yglesis commented that holding one annual meeting a year isn’t overseeing the 
fund.  She agreed it would be nice to get quarterly updates during the year so questions could be 
addressed as they come up. 
  
City Manager Haydon responded the City Council approved description of the Measure U2012 
Oversight Committee gives them the responsibility to reviewing the annual audit performed by an 
independent auditor on the Measure U2012 generated revenues and expenses during the previous 
fiscal year, as well as reviewing any other financial reports as necessary to advise the City Council of 
its findings.  The Oversight Committee findings will be presented annually to the City Council during the 
first quarter of the calendar year and based on the previous fiscal year ending June 30th.  Due to the 
time required to complete the audit, staff and committee members are actually meeting as soon as they 
possibly could following the fiscal year.   
 
Committee Member Mollenkopf suggested all committee members sign up to receive the City Council 
meeting agendas sent out by the City Clerk’s Office to be kept abreast of when quarterly financial 
reviews are being presented to Council.  She also felt the committee would put to good use any 
quarterly reviews as they are available.    

http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/8-AgdRpt_AuditedFinancialStmt.pdf
http://archive.cityofsantamaria.org/MU2012COC/Archives/01-27-2014/8-AgdRpt_AuditedFinancialStmt.pdf
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City Manager Haydon said staff will plan to provide quarterly reports, specific to Measure U2012, to 
Committee Members each time quarterly reports are sent to City Councilmembers.    
 
Chair Benedetti commented that Recreation and Parks Department is one of the vital services in the 
Measure U2012.   
 
Committee Member Owen asked if the four police vehicles in the amount of $250,000 were specialized 
vehicles or patrol vehicles.   
 
Police Chief Martin responded they were patrol vehicles, two of which were supervisor vehicles, and 
that much of the cost associated with them was equipment and maintenance estimated to cost $50,000 
per year.  The vehicles are a Ford Taurus-based design.   
 

ACTION: Prepare a written report (from the Oversight Committee to the City Council) to be 
reviewed and approved by the Oversight Committee at their next meeting, indicating 
that the Measure U2012 revenues received and expenses made are consistent with 
the intent as set forth by the City Council; and set the next meeting for March 3, 2014, 
at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers to allow the Committee to review the 
written report and authorize the Chairperson to sign it and forward it to the City Council 
on motion by Committee Member Mollenkopf, seconded by Committee Member 
Yglesis. 

 
VOTE: 5-0 Ayes:  Committee Members Mollenkopf, Owen, Peters, Yglesias, and Chair Benedetti.  

Noes:  None; Abstained:  None; Absent:  None. 
 
City Manager Haydon explained to committee members the report would take a couple of weeks to put 
together staff is currently preparing for an upcoming Council Meeting and one other project taking quite 
a bit of staff time.   
 
He asked Chair Benedetti if all staff should plan to be present at the March 3rd meeting.  Chair 
Benedetti said he thought it would be beneficial to have administrative staff present.   
 
City Manager Haydon suggested a sub-committee of the Oversight Board be available to work with 
staff to take care of specific wording and direction they’d like the report to include.  Chair Benedetti and 
Vice Chair Mollenkopf offered to be the sub-committee and asked to be contacted when the report is 
ready for review.   
 
CHAIR AND BOARD MEMBERS' ITEMS 
Chair Benedetti requested that items given to Council prior to the next meeting also be given to 
Measure U2012 Committee members.   City Manager Haydon said staff would make sure to include 
Measure U2012 Committee members when sending information to Council. 
 
/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
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ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Oversight Committee at this time, Chair Benedetti 
adjourned the meeting at 6:23 p.m.  
 
 
APPROVED 
 
 
          March 3, 2014  
Date  

 
 
 
 
 /s/ Rhonda M. Garietz  
Rhonda M. Garietz, CMC 
Recording Secretary  

  

  
       /s/ Trent Benedetti  
Trent Benedetti 
Chairperson 

ATTEST 
 
 
       /s/ Rhonda M. Garietz  
Recording Secretary 
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