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A G E N D A  M I N U T E S  
SANTA MARIA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MARCH 16, 2011 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 6:30 P.M. 

 
 

Chairman Brown called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Tom S. Lopez, Fred Quigley, Etta Waterfield, and 
Chairman Rodger Brown. 

ABSENT:  Commissioner Michael W. Moats  

STAFF PRESENT: Community Development Director – Larry Appel 
   Assistant City Attorney – Philip F. Sinco 
   Principal Senior Engineer – Rodger Olds 
   Recording Secretary – Kathleen Wilson 
   Planner III – Brian Halvorson 
   Planner I – Neda Zayer 
 
This agenda is prepared and posted pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 
54954.2. By listing a topic on this agenda, the Planning Commission has expressed its intent to 
discuss and act on each item. In addition to any action ide1ntified in the brief general description of 
each item, the action that may be taken shall include: a referral to staff with specific requests for 
information; continuance; specific direction to staff concerning the policy or mission of the item; 
discontinuance of consideration; adoption, approval or disapproval or recommendation thereof. 
Participation includes assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act to provide an equally 
effective opportunity for individuals with a disability to participate in and benefit from City activities. 
For the hearing impaired, the City has assisted listening equipment available. For TDD 
(Telecommunications Devices for the Deaf) service, please call 800-735-2929. In order for the City 
to make reasonable accommodation arrangements for the use of this assisted listening equipment, 
notification is required by at least 4:00 p.m. the Friday before the meeting by calling 925-0951, 
extension 307. This equipment can also be used for translation by Spanish-only speaking persons. 
To allow the City to coordinate and request a Spanish translator from the volunteer corps, call 925-
0951, extension 307 by 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday before the meeting. Para permitir a la Ciudad el 
poder coordinar y solicitar a un traductor para español del cuerpo de voluntarios, llame al 925-
0951, extensión 307 a la 1:00 de la tarde el martes antes de la junta. 
Copies of the staff reports or other documentation relating to each item of business referred to on 
the agenda are on file in the Community Development Department, available for public inspection 
during City business hours. Any writing or documents provided to a majority of the Planning 
Commission after distribution of the agenda will also be available for public inspection in the 
Community Development Department during normal business hours. The Community 
Development Department ([805] 925-0951, ext. 244) will answer any questions regarding the 
agenda. 

NOTICE: IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC. 12-35.211 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE, PLANNING 
COMMISSION DECISIONS MAY BE APPEALED TO THE CITY COUNCIL. 

Next Resolution No: 2584 

Next Regular Planning Commission Meeting: April 6, 2011. 
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CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Rodger Brown 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG. 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Tom S. Lopez, Fred Quigley, Etta Waterfield, and Chairman 
Rodger Brown. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Michael W. Moats 

APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 16, 2011, AS WRITTEN. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  No one present wished to speak. 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
ITEM 1 - EXTENSION OF TIME OF A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A TEMPORARY 
CHURCH FOR LIFE WAY FELLOWSHIP, LOCATED AT 2627 SKYWAY DRIVE, U-2003-
022.  Review of a request for an extension of time for a Conditional Use Permit to allow the 
continued temporary occupancy of a church within an existing 8,175 square foot building 
space within the Fairsky Industrial Complex, located in the PD/M-1 (Planned Development/ 
Light Manufacturing) zoning district, Assessor’s Parcel No. 111-430-020. (Planner: Neda Zayer)  

ACTION: By motion, approved subject to the conditions as outlined in the 
preliminary draft of the Conditional Use Permit. 

VOTE: 4-0-1 AYES: Commissioners Lopez, Quigley, Waterfield and Chairman Brown; 
NOES: None; ABSTAINED: None; ABSENT: Commissioner Moats. 
 

Neda Zayer gave the staff presentation, outlining the proposed project as detailed in the written 
staff report. 

The applicant, Daniel Cassels, 2627 Skyway Drive, Suite A, pastor for Life Way Fellowship, 
addressed the Planning Commission, and clarified that they are the owners of the building.  

After a very brief discussion, Chair Brown closed the public hearing and called for a motion.  
Commissioner Waterfield made a motion to approve the project. Commissioner Quigley 
seconded the motion, and it passed, 4-0-1.  

 
ITEM 2 - CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR GEORGIA PACIFIC, 1306 WHITE COURT, U-
2011-004, E-2011-005. Review of a Conditional Use Permit to allow the installation of a 500 
gallon aboveground liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) tank on a concrete pad, located in a PD/M-
2 (Planned Development/General Manufacturing) zoning district, Assessor’s Parcel No. 117-
600-009. The project qualifies for a Class 1 categorical exemption. No further environmental 
review is required. (Planner: Neda Zayer) 

ACTION: By motion, approved subject to the conditions as outlined in the 
preliminary draft of the Conditional Use Permit. 

VOTE: 4-0-1 AYES: Commissioners Lopez, Quigley, Waterfield and Chairman Brown; 
NOES: None; ABSTAINED: None; ABSENT: Commissioner Moats. 

Neda Zayer gave the staff presentation, outlining the proposed project as detailed in the written 
staff report. 

The applicant, Paul Amido, 1306 White Court, briefly addressed the Planning Commission. 
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After a very brief discussion, Chair Brown closed the public hearing and called for a motion.  
Commissioner Quigley made a motion to approve the project. Commissioner Waterfield 
seconded the motion, and it passed, 4-0-1.  

 
Commissioner Lopez recused himself due to a conflict of interest. 

ITEM 3 - DOWNTOWN SPECIFIC PLAN DEVELOPMENT REVIEW CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT FOR THE TESORO EVENT FACILITY, 506 SOUTH BROADWAY, DSPDR-2011-
001, E-2011-006. Review of a recommendation to City Council regarding a Downtown Specific 
Plan Development Review Conditional Use Permit to allow an existing 6,700 square foot 
building to serve as an event facility with a full commercial kitchen available to caterers, dining/ 
entertainment area, and full bar, located in the SP/Gateway (Specific Plan/Gateway) zoning 
district, Assessor's Parcel Nos.: 125-101-015, 125-101-012 and 125-101-009. (Planner: Brian 
Halvorson) 

ACTION: By motion, recommended that the City Council approve the project subject 
to the conditions as outlined in the preliminary draft of the Downtown Specific Plan 
Development Review Conditional Use Permit, as amended. 

VOTE: 3-1-1 AYES: Commissioners Quigley, Waterfield and Chairman Brown; NOES: 
None; ABSTAINED: Commissioner Lopez; ABSENT: Commissioner Moats. 
 

Brian Halvorson gave the staff presentation, outlining the proposed project as detailed in the 
written staff report. 

The applicant, John Everett, Santa Maria, addressed the Planning Commission. Mr. Everett 
distributed some hand-outs to the Commission. Mr. Everett stated his agreement with the 
conditions on the project, except for the requirement to screen the roof equipment. 

The Planning Commission, staff and the applicant discussed the Downtown Specific Plan 
standards. 

Brian Halvorson clarified that Standard Condition #7 concerning surface drainage needed to be 
returned to its original format, with a note at the end of the condition stating, “The City encourages 
the use of low-impact development methodologies.”  

Brian Halvorson spoke about the requirement to screen the roof equipment. 

Larry Appel showed photos of the property, and outlined how the roof screening could be done 
effectively and inexpensively to keep the project consistent with the DTSP requirements. 

Staff and the applicant discussed the proposed roof screening. 

The applicant, Peter Lopez, 201 West Main Street, addressed the Planning Commission.  

After brief comments concerning the measurements of the building, and the timing of the roof 
screening installation, Brian Halvorson read the new wording for Special Condition #4, Mechanical 
Equipment Screening, into the record:  

4.  Mechanical Equipment Screening. In order to comply with the intent of the Downtown 
Specific Plan (Screening mechanical equipment, Pg IV-16, 6.d), the applicant shall be 
required to engineer and install a roof screen wall utilizing 5/8 inch T-111 or plywood 
sheeting along the south elevation (roughly from the southwest corner east to the south 
entrance).  The 4x8 foot sheets shall be secured to the inside of the two-foot parapet wall 
with proper bracing to result in approximately two feet of additional screening above the 
parapet, as reviewed and approved by the Building Division through the submittal of a 
Building Permit . The wooden wall shall run from the southwest corner of the building in an 
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easterly direction to match up with the wooden architectural feature above the south-facing 
entrance. The approximately two feet of exposed wood shall contain the same cornice 
detailing as is utilized on the wooden architectural feature noted above.  All surfaces of the 
wood shall be primed and then top coated with an exterior epoxy paint, matching or tinted 
toward the existing wall color. The painted surfaces shall be maintained for the life of the 
project. 

 
Brian Halvorson read into the record the original language of Standard Condition #7, Surface 
Drainage, with the addition of the Note at the end of the standard condition:  
 

7. Surface Drainage. Surface drainage shall run to any of the following, or combination 
thereof: any alley, public drainage way, or to one or more sumps upon the property and 
then drain through pipes under the sidewalk to the public right-of-way in accordance with 
specifications of the Public Works Department.  A grading plan shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Community Development Department prior to the issuance of the building 
permit. On-site drainage retardation areas shall be installed if required by the Public Works 
Department; these areas shall be landscaped and shall be shown on the landscape plan. 
Not more than 50% of the landscape area along the street frontage shall be used for 
drainage retardation.  Maximum slope of retardation areas shall be 4:1. 

Note: The City of Santa Maria encourages the use of low-impact development 
methodologies.  

 
Larry Appel added that a timeframe needed to be included in Condition #4, and proposed the 
wording: “Within three months of project approval, the applicant shall submit the building permit for 
this screening wall. Installation shall occur within one year of occupancy clearance.”  

With no further comments or questions, Chair Brown closed the public hearing and called for a 
motion. Commissioner Waterfield made a motion to approve the project, as amended and read 
into the record by staff (Conditions #4 and #7). Commissioner Quigley seconded the motion, 
and it passed, 3-0-2.  
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m. to a Study Session on March 24, 
2011, at 10:00 a.m. in the Community Development Department Conference Room, 110 S. 
Pine Street, Santa Maria.  
 
 

 
Next regular Public Hearing: April 6, 2011 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

     /s/ Peggy Woods     
     PEGGY WOODS, ASSISTANT SECRETARY   
     CITY PLANNING COMMISSION            
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