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A G E N D A  M I N U T E S  

SANTA MARIA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY 5, 2014, 6:30 P.M. 

Santa Maria Fairpark - Convention Center 
937 S. Thornburg (Gate #1) 

 

 
Chair Andrade called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Rodger Brown, Robert Dickerson, Fred Quigley, Etta 
Waterfield and Chair Adrian Andrade. 

STAFF PRESENT: Community Development Director – Lawrence Appel 
   City Attorney – Gil Trujillo 
   Assistant City Attorney – Philip F. Sinco 
   Principal Civil Engineer – David Beas 
   Recording Secretary – Kathleen Wilson 
   Planner II – Neda Zayer 
   Spanish Translator – Jose Hernandez 
 
This agenda is prepared and posted pursuant to the requirements of Government Code 
Section 54954.2. By listing a topic on this agenda, the Planning Commission has expressed its 
intent to discuss and act on each item. In addition to any action identified in the brief general 
description of each item, the action that may be taken shall include: a referral to staff with 
specific requests for information; continuance; specific direction to staff concerning the policy 
or mission of the item; discontinuance of consideration; adoption, approval or disapproval or 
recommendation thereof. 

To receive reasonable accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act during the 
meeting, please notify the Community Development Department what you need during 
business hours at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. The Community Development 
Department office is at 110 South Pine Street, Santa Maria; (805) 925-0951, ext. 244. The City 
will give primary consideration to your request in providing assistance. Examples of assistance 
may include exhibits in large-sized format, use of assisted listening equipment, use of the 
California Relay Service, texting by cellular phone, or the services of a live interpreter. Assisted 
listening equipment can also be used for translation by Spanish-only speaking persons. To 
allow the City to coordinate and request a Spanish translator from the volunteer corps, call 
925-0951, ext. 307 by 1:00 p.m. on Monday before the meeting. Para permitir a la Ciudad el 
poder coordinar y solicitar a un traductor para español del cuerpo de voluntarios, llame al 925-
0951, ext. 307 a la 1:00 de la tarde el lunes antes de la junta. 

Copies of the staff reports or other documentation relating to each item of business referred to 
on the agenda are on file in the Community Development Department, available for public 
inspection during City business hours. Any writing or documents provided to a majority of the 
Planning Commission after distribution of the agenda will also be available for public inspection 
in the Community Development Department during normal business hours. The Community 
Development Department ([805] 925-0951, ext. 244) will answer any questions regarding the 
agenda. 

NOTICE: IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC. 12-41.05 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE, PLANNING 
COMMISSION DECISIONS MAY BE APPEALED TO THE CITY COUNCIL. 
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Next Resolution No: 2638 

Next Regular Planning Commission Meeting: February 19, 2014 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Adrian Andrade 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG. 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Rodger Brown, Robert Dickerson, Fred Quigley, Etta 
Waterfield and Chair Adrian Andrade  

APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF JANUARY 15, 2014, AS WRITTEN. 
 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  

Walter Taylor addressed the Planning Commission, voicing support for those in attendance for 
the ICE project and concern about oil wells in Area 9. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

ITEM 1 – PLANNED DEVELOPMENT PERMIT FOR C-4 MCCOY FOR TWO MEDICAL 
OFFICE BUILDINGS, 2247 AND 2255 SOUTH DEPOT STREET, PD-2013-0007, E-2013-
0023. Review of a Planned Development Permit to allow the construction of two 8,250-square-foot 
medical office buildings at 2247 and 2255 South Depot Street in a PD/CPO (Planned 
Development/Commercial Professional Office) zoning district, Assessor’s Parcel Nos. 111-060-085 
and -086. The environmental impacts of the project have been analyzed in a Negative 
Declaration (E-2013-0023) prepared for the C-4 McCoy General Plan amendment and zone 
change, GPZ-2013-0004. (Project Planner: Neda Zayer)   

ACTION: By motion, approved subject to the conditions as outlined in the 
preliminary draft of the Planned Development Permit. 

VOTE: 4-0-1 AYES: Commissioners Brown, Dickerson, Quigley, Waterfield; NOES: None; 
ABSTAINED: Chair Andrade; ABSENT: None.  
 

Chair Andrade noted for the record that the distance from his residence to the project site is in 
excess of 500 feet and, believing he did not have a conflict of interest, would proceed as Chair. 

Neda Zayer gave the staff presentation, outlining aspects of the project as presented in the 
written staff report. Jose Hernandez provided Spanish translation. 

The applicant, Dan Blough, addressed the Planning Commission.  

The Planning Commission and Mr. Blough briefly discussed the tenants for the property. 

Chair Andrade invited public comment. 

Dwayne Davis, Santa Maria, spoke in opposition to the project, questioning whether doctors 
would want to be next door to an ICE facility; if ICE could take over the medical buildings for 
their use; and asked about a small sliver on the parcel map. 

Dan Blough responded to the concerns expressed, explaining that the little finger of the parcel 
to the west of the proposed ICE facility is intended as a driveway during construction, after 
which it will be used as a bioswale to comply with new water quality control laws. 

Gloria Vasquez, Santa Maria, inquired about the referenced zone change. 
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Chair Andrade explained that the second reading of the zone change was before the City 
Council last night to change the zoning to CPO. 

With no further comments or questions, Chair Andrade closed the public hearing and called for 
a motion. Commissioner Waterfield made the motion to approve the request for a Planned 
Development Permit. Commissioner Quigley seconded the motion, and it was approved, 4-0-1 
(Andrade abstained). 
 
Chair Andrade noted that since his residence is only 470 feet from the project site of the next 
item and the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) requires a distance of 500 feet, he 
recused himself. Vice Chair Robert Dickerson took over the meeting as Chair, and thanked the 
audience for supporting the hearing. 
 
ITEM 2 - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT PERMIT FOR U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT FOR AN OFFICE BUILDING, 740 WEST CENTURY STREET, PD-2013-
0008, E-2013-0022. Review of a Planned Development Permit to allow the construction of a 12,700-
square-foot office building to house a facility for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
use of barbed wire on perimeter fence, and six-foot-high security fence along the frontage of 
the property in a PD/CPO (Planned Development/Commercial Professional Office) zoning district, 
Assessor’s Parcel No. 111-060-084. The environmental impacts of the project have been 
analyzed in a Negative Declaration (E-2013-0023) prepared for the C-4 McCoy General Plan 
amendment and zone change, GPZ-2013-0004. (Project Planner: Neda Zayer)   

ACTION: By motion, approved subject to the conditions as outlined in the 
preliminary draft of the Planned Development Permit. 

VOTE: 3-1-1 AYES: Commissioners Brown, Quigley, Waterfield; NOES: Vice Chair 
Dickerson; ABSTAINED: Chair Andrade; ABSENT: None.  

Larry Appel gave a brief processing history of the item before the Planning Commission. 

Neda Zayer gave the staff presentation, outlining details of the project as presented in the 
written staff report. Jose Hernandez provided Spanish translation.  

Neda pointed out that the applicant had modified the project description to substitute wrought 
iron fencing for barbed wire around the project’s perimeter. She described the basic use of the 
building and function of the department. Neda reviewed the architectural renderings of the 
proposed building, and concluded the presentation. 

The applicant, Dan Blough, addressed the Planning Commission, explaining that initially, there 
was going to be one Planned Development permit processed. Because of the zone change, it 
became two. Mr. Blough clarified that the owner of the project parcel had changed to Don 
Walter, and noted that Mr. Walter, along with the architect and a supervisor from ICE, was 
present to answer questions about the operation.  

Frank Seiple, Fraser-Seiple Architects, 971 Osos Street, San Luis Obispo, addressed the 
Planning Commission, and read a brief statement in behalf of his design partner, Bruce Fraser, 
concerning the proposal. 

Don Love, Fraser-Seiple Architects, San Luis Obispo, addressed the Planning Commission, 
responding to the first public comment questioning possible expansion to the adjoining 
property. Mr. Love explained that, because of the specific needs of ICE and the technical 
requirements of the holding cells, ICE would not be able to expand into the adjoining property.  
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Don Walter, Walter Brothers Construction Co., Inc., 3220 South Higuera Street, Suite 301, San 
Luis Obispo, the property owner, addressed the Planning Commission, giving a brief history of 
the project.  

The Planning Commission and Mr. Walter discussed the buildings that he has built for other 
government agencies, eleven buildings on one campus, all within San Luis Obispo city limits. 

Steve Finn, a local supervisor with ICE, Lompoc, addressed the Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commission and Mr. Finn discussed the number of people that could be held at 
any one time in the proposed facility. Mr. Finn stated that the number is 6, 6, 1 for this facility, 
and the single cell is in case someone is ill, a female, or a juvenile. 

Vice Chair Dickerson noted that there were 85 or so speaker slips received, and opened the 
public testimony. Jose Hernandez provided translation services. 

Nivardo Ramirez, 323 North Western, addressed the Planning Commission in opposition to the 
project, citing concerns for the workers. 

Alba Maravilla, 211 North Love, spoke against the project, voicing concerns that parents would 
be taken away from their children. 

Elizabeth Gutierrez, 615 Spyglass Drive, spoke against the project, expressing concerns that 
this facility would be put next to residential, and added that the findings clearly substantiate 
that this is a public safety issue. 

Richard Quandt, 1303 Sapphire Drive, representing the Growers Shippers Association, spoke 
against the project, stating that the presence of any facility that could damage the economy of 
Santa Maria is undesirable for our community. Mr. Quandt added that he represents the 
farmers in Santa Maria who rely on the labor of the many people represented here tonight, 
who believe that this use will be detrimental to their welfare. Mr. Quandt urged the Planning 
Commission to give weight to the testimony being heard. 

Victor Hernandez, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, questioning the benefit to the City, 
and adding that this country is made up of immigrants. 

Pati Cantu, 1310 Eliza Drive, spoke against the project, inquiring who is paying for this project, 
and questioned the protocol for detaining juveniles. 

Luis Martinez, 505 East Central, spoke against the project, questioning the chosen location for 
this facility, and citing concerns that workers will be picked up as well as criminals, leaving 
children behind. 

Araceli Alvarez, 220 East Grant, spoke against the project, stating that the entire city is against 
this facility, and that if this facility goes in, the economy will go down because many here do 
not have legal papers.  

Willie Galvan, 702 East El Camino, representing American GI Forum, spoke against the 
project, stating that most of the families present are against ICE because of what they do, and 
it brings fear and alarm into people. 

Gladys Mateo, 3710 Los Padres Road, spoke against the project, asking ICE representatives 
how much it is going to cost to build this facility and pay the employees, adding that this facility 
will bring Santa Maria down. 

Mary Delgado, 711 West Church, a Santa Maria native, spoke against the project, citing 
concerns with the organization of this meeting, adding that Santa Maria needs to be ready to 
serve its community, and ICE is not a good thing for Santa Maria.   

Scott Fina, 4430 Old Mill Court, spoke against the project, citing issues with security and safety 
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arising from the transport and processing of criminals, adding that this is not a good fit for the 
proposed area, and urged the Planning Commission to reject the proposal.  

Vibiana Saavedra, representing the Democratic Club of Santa Maria, 327 East Plaza Drive, 
spoke against the project, citing its proximity to residential and shopping areas, and the 
concern that this project will devalue adjacent residential properties. Ms. Saavedra submitted 
her comments in writing.  

Duane Davis, 2337 Timsbury Way, spoke against the project, questioning what ICE has to do 
with tax revenue, asked what is wrong with the facility in Lompoc, and stated that taxpayer 
money would be better used to pay taxpayers back or for schools. 

Suzanne Buhring, 2333 Eastbury Way, spoke against the project, stating that she visited 200 
homes in her area, and got 136 signatures protesting the project with only 2 people who 
thought it was okay. Ms. Buhring objected to the lack of information on the notices sent out to a 
1,000 foot radius, and added that if this project is approved, adjacent residents’ property 
values will go down. 

Francisco Delgado, 711 West Church Street, spoke against the project, stating that it is wrong 
to bring ICE to Santa Maria because many people here are waiting for their green cards. 

Angelica Cortes, 200 North McClelland, spoke against the project, stating that this project is 
going to affect all of us because we supply cheap work, and if approved, Santa Maria will be 
empty. 

Gloria Acosta, 914 Christina Street, representing LULAC, spoke against the project, stating 
that the CPO zoning district does not allow for a detention facility, but the public facility zone 
does. Since the CPO zone was just approved, the ICE project should not be approved, 
because ICE will allow for accommodations.  

Estela Cortes, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, stating she feels sad and embarrassed 
that this project is not good for Santa Maria, and it will destroy the economy. 

Julio Cortes C., 4251 Guadalupe, spoke against the project, stating that it is not fair to leave 
children without their parents. 

Sergio Colores, 124 East El Camino, spoke against the project, questioning what would 
happen if all the people present at the meeting didn’t go to work, or school, or buy anything, 
just for one day.  

Esperanza Salazar, 1654 North Lemon, a LULAC member, spoke against the project, stating 
that while the zoning was changed to CPO, this is not a permitted use for that zone. This will 
not be a positive addition to the community. 

Sandra Gomez, 1500 Dena Way, spoke in opposition to the project, stating that as a taxpayer, 
she is personally opposed to her taxes being used to build this facility.  

Gumecindo Escobar, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, stating his unhappiness with this 
project and how it will affect agricultural workers, who will have to hide like criminals; but they 
are not criminals; their only offense is coming here to work. 

The Commission took a break.  

Chair Dickerson reconvened the meeting, and called for public comment to continue. 

Margarito Vargas, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, stating that we work hard and are 
parents of good children, not criminals, and added her belief that the economy of Santa Maria 
will go down because of this facility. 
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Pedro Paez, 2453 Darbenton Avenue, representing Gente Unida de Valle Santa Maria, spoke 
against the project, stating his wish that Lois Capps was present, and his belief that ICE facility 
will start chasing people and taking them in. 

Dennis Apel, 121 West Fesler, spoke against the project, stating that a detention center 
masquerading as offices should be denied; otherwise, the same mistrust that people have for 
ICE will now be directed to the City and the Planning Commission. 

Arnulfo Romero, 911 South Miller, spoke against the project, noting that an additional 1500 
people were outside in protest to this project, and urged the Commission to consider the 
zoning for this facility, because it will be like a jail, not an office.  

Jose Ramos, spoke against the project, stating that we are hard-working people, and we don’t 
want ICE building facilities here. 

Jose S. Villalpando, spoke in opposition to the project, citing concerns with the fact that it is a 
detention facility, and referred to his experience in the SWAP program, being treated like a 
criminal, and ICE stopping people.  

Gina Whitaker and Ann Burnhart, 518 Gaynfair Terrace, Arroyo Grande, spoke against the 
project, stating that families are broken up by ICE deportations; ICE is a symptom of a broken 
immigration system; and citizens of Santa Maria have been left out of the decision making 
process. Ms. Whitaker referred to Lois Capps’ two page letter regarding this project. 

Maria Espinoza, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, citing concerns with families being 
broken up and children suffering because of this project. Ms. Espinoza’s companion also 
addressed the Planning Commission, suggesting instead an immigration facility in Santa Maria 
where people can get permits to work here. 

Francisco Lozano, 710 South Pine, representing Coordinador Regional del FIOB, spoke 
against the project, stating that 311,000 people have been deported in 10 months, and only 
140,000 were criminals. The rest were not criminals but were deported. 

Josue Hernandez, 312 East Sunset, spoke in opposition to the project, expressing concern 
that some local workers may feel they need to leave their jobs and families to avoid detention, 
causing pain, and affecting young people. 

Oscar Lopez, 312 East Sunset, spoke against the project, stating that ICE should stay in 
Lompoc so that Santa Maria won’t become like Lompoc with more violence and gang activity.  

Walter Taylor, 1828 South Modello Avenue, spoke against the project, citing the unknowns 
and inconsistencies with this project, including the ownership of the buildings and the 
appropriate zoning for a government facility. Mr. Taylor also spoke about the number of 
detainees that would be held, and whether or not ICE would expand into the proposed medical 
building. 

Luis Linares, 1652 Chianti Lane, spoke in opposition to the project, citing his family and 
friends, sons of immigrants, who went to war and gave their life for this country and fought for 
freedom, not just for the citizens but the residents, too.  

Jose Alfredo Ramirez, 1500 East Dena Way, spoke in opposition to the project, and asked that 
the Planning Commission listen to the people’s opinion before making their decision.  

Jose Gomez, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, suggesting that the focus be on bringing 
businesses to Santa Maria to help it grow instead of an ICE facility which will make Santa 
Maria fail. 

Will Smith, 631 East Alvin, spoke against the project as a private citizen and not as a school 
board member, expressing concern with the direction the City is taking, and urging the City to 
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give serious consideration to the people’s voice. Mr. Smith also commented on the proximity of 
this project to nearby schools and high densities of people. 

Sergio Sanchez of the California Strawberry Commission, Salinas, who represents over 400 
strawberry farmers in California and employs 20,000 workers locally, spoke against the project, 
stating that the strawberry industry locally is worth about half a billion dollars, one of the top 
industries in the community, and when decisions are made, the economic effects need to be 
considered, and added that elected officials need to represent the people.  

David Enriquez, 226 North Palisade Drive, spoke against the project, asking for proof that ICE 
will not persecute people on the street, and spoke of the City charter and of this country being 
one of freedom, tolerance, and opportunity. 

Abel Salvador, 521 North Benwiley, spoke against the project, voicing his opinion that ICE 
separates families and ruins their dreams, adding that Santa Maria is full of immigrants and 
doesn’t need ICE here. 

Eusebio Guerrero, 1618 North Vine, spoke against the project, stating that it will affect the 
whole economy of Santa Maria, and if approved, a lot of people will move out of the City. 

Janet Cruz Reyes, a Santa Maria High School student, spoke against the project, citing issues 
with its proximity to stores and banks, and questioning the effect of ICE on education and the 
economy. 

Emelia Mendoza, 1873 Ironwood Drive, spoke against the project as a teacher and resident, 
expressing concern that the ICE program will harm children, especially the little ones to be 
without their parents.  

Victor Solano Morales, 1026 West Boone, #C-12, spoke in opposition to the project, stating 
that many in the Spanish community will be affected by it, and encouraged bringing other types 
of projects instead of ICE into Santa Maria that will help people. 

Amanda Garcia, 4606 Harmony Lane, spoke against the project, expressing concern with what 
ICE will bring to Santa Maria, and encouraged bringing other projects to Santa Maria to benefit 
residents instead of ICE. 

Daniel Diaz Guzman, 606 Lemon Street, spoke against the project, stating that the attendees 
are all gathered in opposition to the ICE project and just want to continue working in Santa 
Maria. 

Narciso Velazquez, 615 West Morrison, spoke against the project, expressing the worry that 
families have because the majority of farm workers are Latino, how this project will affect the 
economy, and how some families are planning on leaving Santa Maria because of this project. 

Ricardo Valencia, 1436 Bethel Lane, spoke against the project, questioning whether this 
project satisfies moral requirements and honors immigrants who come to this country to work, 
and spoke in defense of those who might feel unwelcome and afraid, and consequently leave 
the City. Mr. Valencia urged the Commission to listen to the City’s people. 

Gregorio Gyon, P.O. Box 7747, spoke in opposition to the project, asking the Commission to 
take into account all the people against the project. 

Felicitas Gyon, P.O. Box 7747, spoke against the project, stating she has seen ICE come into 
the neighborhood and take people away who had no papers.  

Gerardo Santos, Santa Maria, spoke in opposition to the project, stating that everyone 
gathered this evening will be affected by it, and as a result, people will leave the City.  

Alejandra Carmona, Santa Maria, spoke against the project, citing the negative effects it will 
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have on families and children. 

Ken Hough, 1553 Eagle Street, Executive Director of the Santa Barbara County Action 
Network (SBCAN), spoke against the project, stating the belief of SBCAN that this project does 
not help Santa Maria be a sustainable community, and that the project does not fit the CPO 
zoning.  

Teresa Gijone, 452 Chaparral Court, spoke in opposition to the project as a 20 year resident of 
the City, stating that with ICE here, people will live in fear. 

Adrian Andrade, 2415 Spyglass Court, spoke in opposition to the project, pointing out that at 
least twice as many people were outside as were inside. Mr. Andrade asked the Commission 
to focus on #4 of the findings that this use will be detrimental to the neighborhood, and 
commented on the health and safety issues involved with putting this facility where it is 
proposed. 

Luiz Hernandez, 967 West Agnes, spoke against the project, stating that as parents of children 
in school, they will be afraid to attend school events because of this project. 

Cilia Cruz, 967 West Agnes, spoke against the project, stating that field workers won’t be able 
to work in peace anymore. Because ICE will be here, people are going to leave, and Santa 
Maria is going to go down.  

Fidel Valente, 1510 Prell Road, spoke in opposition to the project, citing the impacts to working 
families, and people will have to go somewhere else, to another state, and Santa Maria will go 
down. 

Camilo Maganda, 112 West Grand, Guadalupe, spoke in opposition to the project, 
commenting on the stated purpose of processing people with criminal records, and inquired 
about those without criminal records who have worked hard and paid their taxes, and the 
children separated from their parents. 

With no further speakers, Vice Chair Dickerson closed the public comment period, and invited 
the applicant to make any rebuttal comments. 

David Marin, Deputy Field Office Director for ICE in Southern California, addressed the 
Planning Commission expressing his appreciation for the public participation. Mr. Marin 
commented on the apparent misinformation that’s out there and made a few corrections, 
explaining that since the 9/11 attacks, the mission of ICE is primarily to protect and secure the 
nation and defend our communities. One of the ways that is done is to identify criminals in 
communities or in custody, and remove them from the USA. That is the primary function of this 
office; not to be a detention facility.  

In response to Commissioner Waterfield, David Marin explained the difference between a 
detention center and a processing facility, stating that processing means bringing people in for 
their paperwork before they can appear before an immigration officer to plead their case. 
These people come out of prisons and jails in the area, and have been convicted of state and 
federal crimes.  

The Planning Commissioners and David Marin discussed targeted enforcement of criminals in 
the community, coordination with the local police, the type of people they are seeking--
murderers, rapists, sexual abusers of minors—and sweeps. Mr. Marin clarified that ICE does 
not engage in sweeps, but rather targeted enforcement, meaning if there are known gang 
members with convicted criminal records, they’ll go after them. ICE does not target families. 

The Planning Commissioners and David Marin discussed the current location of the ICE facility 
at the Lompoc prison, the inability to build on that site, the hours of operation, targeted arrests, 
and the public outreach for this hearing.  
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Dan Blough addressed the Planning Commission, reiterating that the purpose of the requested 
Planned Development Permit is to build a building, adding that ICE won’t be doing anything 
different in this building than they have already been doing for the past 10 years. 

Don Walter addressed the Planning Commission, speaking about the ICE operation and how it 
works, the history of looking for space, and how it will be good for the city.  

Acting Chair Dickerson called for comments and deliberation by the Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commissioners each expressed their thoughts on the testimony heard. 

Commissioner Quigley commented that the issue at hand isn’t immigration, but rather whether 
or not this facility is legally and responsibly right for the City. Commissioner Quigley stated that 
he read all the communications and listened to all the comments, and does not believe this 
facility would be a physical threat to our community. ICE is already in operation, and relocating 
from Lompoc would not lead in any increase in round-ups or sweeps of undocumented 
immigrants. Illegal residents have nothing to fear unless they’ve violated the law in some other 
way. Commissioner Quigley acknowledged the anxiety of the Latin community about this 
issue, and the concern that others have with this impacting their property values. 
Commissioner Quigley noted that the placement of Juvenile Hall near California Boulevard and 
the Union Valley Parkway did not cause property values to drop there; rather, they increased. 
Commissioner Quigley stated that he would support staff’s recommendation for approval.  

Commission Brown commented that if ICE can go anywhere in this town, it might be better to 
have them at this location so that the hours and fencing can be conditioned. Commissioner 
Brown stated that he would like to see wrought iron fencing, having it higher and curved in the 
back, and added that if the project is approved, then the city can have input on the conditions. 

Commissioner Waterfield expressed her appreciation for the participation in this project, 
adding that the Commission is considering an applicant who has gone through the legal 
process to rezone the property for a building within the zoning purview. The charge of the 
Planning Commission is to see if this project meets the code requirements for this zoning. 
Commissioner Waterfield stated her agreement with Commissioner Brown that it is better to 
work with the applicant in a building design and to condition the hours and fencing. 

Vice Chair Dickerson expressed a different view on the matter, stating that 40 or 50 percent of 
the City’s population is Hispanic. No other issue in recent memory has brought out 2-3% of the 
entire population, and to not listen and not act on those concerns is unconscionable. Vice 
Chair Dickerson noted a couple issues: the first is a general fear of this facility, resulting in 
workers deciding to leave the area, workers who are needed and paid to work in the fields. 
These workers get paid, rent homes, purchase groceries, and purchase retail, so to see a 
portion of the community leave, and therefore our revenue base leave, is damaging. Vice Chair 
Dickerson added that there is a genuine fear of ICE, and he couldn’t imagine walking down the 
street in fear of just living his life. Chair Dickerson pointed to special condition #4 of the green 
sheets, and questioned if “neighborhood” could include the entire city in terms of affecting 
public welfare and health. Chair Dickerson concluded, stating that he objected to the project on 
economic grounds, and he doesn’t believe it meets the requirement of special condition #4.  

With no further comments or questions, Chair Dickerson and called for a motion. 
Commissioner Waterfield made the motion to approve the request for a Planned Development 
Permit. Commissioner Brown seconded the motion, and it passed, 3-1 (Dickerson opposed; 
Andrade absent). 
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 p.m. to a Study Session on February 
6, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. in the Community Development Department Conference Room, 110 S. 
Pine Street, Santa Maria.  
 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

Next regular Public Hearing: February 19, 2014 

 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 /s/ Lawrence Appel  
 LAWRENCE W. APPEL, SECRETARY 
 CITY PLANNING COMMISSION  
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